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Chriſtians, 


A Diſcourſe of Acquaintance with 
God. 
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y Matthew Newcomen, late Miniſter of 
Deabam in Eſſex. 
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» 22.21. Acquaint now thy ſelf with him, and be 
at peace. 
jh. 8.16, I an not alone, but 1 and the Father which 
hath ſent me. 
Cor. 1. 9. God is faithful, by whom ye are called 
unto the fellowſhip of his Son Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
1 John 1. 3- And truly our fellowſhip is with the Fa- 
ther and with his Son Chraft 7eſus. | 
Tames. 2. 23. Abrabam believed God,and it was ac- 
counted to him for righteouſneſs, and be was called 
the friend of God. 
{. 149. 10, This honour have all his Saints. 
' ann» 15. 15. Henceforth I call you not ſervants, but 
I have called you friends. 
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\ Beſt Acquaintance , 


AND 
Fligheft Honour, 
O F 


CHRISTIANS, 


Job-22. verl. 21. 
Acquaint ngw thy ſelf with bim, and be 
at peace: thereby good ſhall come un- 
to. thee, 


_— 


CHAP. I. , 

T he opening of the words, and of the 
nature of the prear duty of 4£qwain- 
ting our ſelves with God. 


wDS He words are the words 
; of Eliphaz, one of 
| Fol”*s three friends, and 


as it ſhould ſeem, the! 
| chiefeſt of the three, either for 
; A 2 ages 


The beſt Acquaintaice, 
age, or dipnity,or wiſdom : for the 
other two give him the priority 
in ſpeaking. He having in the 
beginning of the Chapter giyen 
Fob bitter pill to-chew upon, in 
verſ. 5, 6, 7. that he might not 
leave the mind of. .Fob exulcera- 
ted, towards: the latter' end of 
his diſcourſe attempers his ſpeech 
to a, milder and ſweeter ſtrain, 
giving him firſt counſel, verſe 21, 
22. then promiſing him comfort, 
verſ. 23. to the end. 

In this 21. v, we have two 
things. Officiam, Beneficium. A 
work to he done, or a duty to be 


performed by Fob, and indeed by: 
every one, And that in theſe” 


words. Acquaint now. thy ſelf with 
him. 2. A benefit to be obtained 
by the performance of this duty, 
and that is peace and _ Ace 
_ now thy ſelf with him, and 
e at peace : ſo ſhall good come unto 

Pee, 
Acquaint. The word tranſla- 
ted acquaint 1s diverlly —_—_ 
x 


—_ —aM FL rar 1 
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by Interpreters. The Chaldee 
paraphraſe renders it, Learn of 

him ; The Greek, Tivs SUAngos, , 

be thou bard or ſtout, meaning pa- Th 

, ; x z > 4 Hebrew 
tient in bearing Aﬀfiction. The ygrgzan 
Vulgar Latine, Acquieſceei. Mun- 3 
ſter, Conveniat tibi cum eo. The many 0- 
Syriack and Arabick, Coequa te ther words 
ti. The Tipurine, Accommoda te in the He- 


illi. Coccejus, Fas pericalum. —_— 
Pagnine and Funins , Aſſmeſce te g;gcaions, 


ili. The French, Accointe-toy, AN and ſome 
old Engliſh tranſlation reads it, of them 
Reconcile thy ſelf unto him. Ouy {<emingiy 
Tranſlation reads it, Acquaint thy, oy. 
ſelf with him. Making choice Of as Prodeſ- 
a4 word that takes in both theſe, Incre- 
Chaldezs, diſce ab eo. And the P4!*"r- 


yulgars, Acquiſce; and the Tigu- ; <+n=a 4 
rine, Accommoda te illi, And theſauri- 


Munſters, Convenzat tibi cum ev. gave, ve. 
And the old Engliſh, Reconcile thy condere, 
ſelf to bim. As we ſhall ſee after- 957% de- 


Song: — way ' pauperare, 
wards God willing. periclitart 


Fegnificatione Rabbinis conſuet3. Pagnin, The 
ſcprnagine render jr lomerimes by [d\@> ſomce 


rim:3 by ye, ſomerimes by x2Fuud/e, ſome- 
A 3 The 
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rimes by 2,152.95 e942, ſomerimes by 3.g/Amu,ome- 
times by $13&orw, lomerimes by xm dla 
Kireber. Marius de Calafio obleryes four principal 
acceprations of rhe word in ©cripture. x, Prodeſſe, 
or utilem eſſe, 2. Theſaurizare. 3. Califacere. 4.De- 
pauperare, ro which he adds a fifth of the Rabbirs 
and Chaldees, which is, periculnm facere, or pericli- 
rari. And this great difference of fignifications 
whieh this word is capable of, is rhe reaſon why 
rhere is ſo great variety in the cranſlation of this 


Text, 


The word' in the Original 
tranſlated acquaint ,is ION which 
1s uſed in that Conjugation Hi- 
phil, but in two places beſides 
ths in all the Scripture. The 
one 15 Numb. 22. 30. Where Ba- 
lzams aſs ſaith to him, NIQon 
172DNMN Nunquid aſlueſcendo aſ- 
ſaetus ſum 3 Was I ever wont to do 
thas. The other 1s, Pſal. 139. 2. 
where the Pſalmift ſaith , T how 
art acqainted with all my mayjes. 
In tte Original it 1s TYNIRSHN 
which our {ingingPſilms accord- 
ing to the Emphai:s of the Ort- 
91nal well render. eAnd by fami- 

liar 
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liar cuſtom art acquainted with my 
wAYES. 

Acquaint thy ſelf now : NI : 
that is an expletive particle, and 
fignifies as much as nunc, ideo, 
gueſo, and accordingly ſome here 
read, Acquaint mow thy ſelf. 
Others, acquaint therefore thy 
ſelf. Others, acquaint I pray 
thee thy ſelf. It 1s a particle that 
implies ſeriouſneſs 1n him that 
ſreaks, and weight and moment in 
the thing that 15 ſpoken of. 

Acquaint now thy ſelf with 
bim, that is, with God. The 
Almighty ſpoken of before , 
v.17. andagainv. 23, Acqnaint 
thy ſelf with him, and be at peace, 
that is, thou ſhalt be at peace z 
for ſo, as the learned Mercer ob- 


' ſerves, it is uſual with the He- 


brews to put the Imperative 
mood for the Future tenſe. Thou 
ſhalt be at peace : thereby good 
ſhall come unto thee. Good, that 
is all kind of good, Temporal, 
Spiritual, and Eternal, asis ex- 

A 4 em- 


3 


'6 
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emplified afterivards in the fol- 
lowing verſes, to the end of the 
Chapter. That which from the 
words thus opened commends 


it ſelf to our obſervation 1s - 


this. 

That the preat concernment of 
every man to acquaint himſelf with 
God. I ſay, Tne great concern- 
ment of every man, that wet 
every man ſhould make his 
greateſt ſtudy and buſineſs, and 
look upon himſelf as moſt con- 
ys 1s ro is to acquaint himſelf 
with God. , 

I ſhall immediately fall upon 
the opening of the Nature of 
this acquainting our ſelves with 
God in theſe three particulars 
that are neceflarily included in 
it. 

Firſt, This acquainting our 
ſelves with God implies 4 true 
and right knowledge of God. Yor 
you will all readily conclude, it 
15 impoſſible for a man to have 
acquaintance with a perſon 

Whom 


a 


Oy Mm cw wo ft war woe co a. 


QA C& © 


we 


han 
_— = 


oo 
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whom he hath never had any 
knowledge of, If a man ſhould 
come to one of us, and name to 
us a man that lives at Xome or 


- Conſtantinople, or the Indies, and 


ask us it we be acquainted 

with ſuch a man, we would pre- 

ſently ſay ye donot ſo much as 

knoiy him, therefore how ſhould 

we have any acquaintance with 

him? Ignorance of God you 

know 1s rendred as a reaſon of 

mens being eſtranged from God : 
therefore they that would have Fxbefs 
acquaintance with God, muſt 1a- _ 
bour to know God. This D wid 


' ex3ts of his ſon' Solom9n. And ; 


thou Solomon my ſon, know thou 2$ 
the God of thy Fathers, &c, 

Now there 1s a threefold 
knowledge of God. A know- 
ledge by the ear. A knowledge 
by the eze. And a knowledge by 
the caſte, Or if you will, A 
knowledge of orion or ſpecula- 
tion. A knowledge of faith. And 
a knowledge of experience. __ 

a 
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all this neceſlary to our ac- 
quaintance with God. 
Firſt, There is a knoivledge 
of God that is a knowledge of 
notion or ſpeculation,when men 
know there is a God, and hoy 
and what this God is, and how 
he is diſtingtyſhed from all other 
perſons and things whatſoever. 
*© That he is a Sp1rit,or ſpiritual 
© ſubſtance, one in eſſence, di- 
© ſtinguiſhed into three equally | 
© hleffed, and glorious Perſons, | 
* the eternal beginning of all be- © 
* ings, the incomprehenſible | 
& Author and fountain of all life * 
&© 2nd motion,the almightyCrea- |! 
*tor, upholder, andruler of the G 
& whole nniverſe, who is all life, ? 
© and all wiſdom, and all power, t 
© andall goodneſs, and all truth, 
& 2nd all bleſſedneſs, and all glo-* 
& ry, whoſe truth, power, good-"? 
& neſs, mercy, glory, is his very;; 
© eflence,and being. This knoy Att 
ledge men may have of God by!* 
the hearing of the ear z and this" 
mer 
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men may have, and yet have no 
acquaintance \witn God; this 
knowledge alone is not ſufficient 
4 {0 acquaintance yith God, and 
yet this 1s ſo neceſlary, that 
without it there can be no aC- 
quaintance, 

There 1s therefore, Secondly, 
A further degree of knowledge, 
& that is a knowledge of God by 
4;.. theeyey and this is that which 
we call the knojviedge of Faith. 
Faith you know is compared to 
= the eye , and though Faith it 
Me {elf come by hearing, and the 
life knovIedge that ie get by hear- 
ea- 8» 15 preparatory to the know- 
the {edge of Faith, yet it is not the 
life, Y&'Y knowledge of faith; - no, 

that imports ſomething more. 


ws Now there is a tivofold faith. 
olo- A faith*of efteQual perſwafion, 


)odÞ hereby the ſoul yields ſuch a 
very'*ll and eff. tual aſſent to the 
\ow-0ings it knows, as that the heart 

pps attected towards them , and 
thieWath them, acco:ding to the m- 


mer ture 
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ture of them. Secondly, There 
is a faith of particular applica- 4 
tion, whereby the ſoxl applies ro 4 
itſelf the things that jt knows, " 
as its Own portion. Proportion- ® 
ably there 1s a double knowledge 4 


- of God byfaith. er 
., ©Firſt, The knowledge of the © 


* » tion; that is, when a man { 


faith of effetual perſivaſian, ©! 
"whereby the ſoul Joth 


by the eye ©! 
of faith ſee God in his nature, YE 
and attributes, and glory , ſo fit 
clearly and evidently , that his Ni 
ey< affects. his heart with love, to 
nd fear, and reverence, and all V1 
Foly affetions anſiverable to the ſh 
goodneſs and greatneſs of that UL 
God whom by faith he ſeeth. And 9u 
he ſaith with Fob, Now mine eye Ge 
ſeetb thee, wherefore I abhor my Cc 
ſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes. dif 
Secondly, There is a know- thi 
ledge of -God by faith, which it! 
the faith of particular applica-: 
| knows God, as that he know ied 


him: to be his God in particular ®/ 
and Plc 
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and can ſay with Thomas, My 
Lord and my God. And can joyn 
with the Church in heart as well 
as voice in ſinging that, Pſal. 
48. 14. This God ts our God for 
ever and ever. Now the firſt of 
> theſe, that is, ſuch a knowledge 
of God as may efteAually work 
our hearts to the loye, and reve- 
rence, and fear of God, to de- 
5 fire after him, and delight in 
56 im 3 this is abſolutely neceflary 
e, fo onr acquainting our ſelyes 
11 With God , for without this we 
he ſhall never indeed ſeek ac- 
at quaintance with God, nor prize, 
nd but ſlight it z and without this 
ex; God will never condeſcend to 
acquaint himſelf with ug, but 
diſdain and abdhor us 3 therefore 
v. this knowledge of God is neceſ- 
\ i ary ad ipſwn eſſe, to the very be- 
ca.ing of our acquaintance with 
| { God. But then the other know- 
gw.iedge of God by faith, that is, 
lac ®y the faith of a particular a 
ndPplication this is indeed neceſſa- 


I, 


my 
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ry, ad bent efſe, to our more free | 
and comfortable acquainting our f. 
ſelves, and converſing with God. 
For as he ſaid, Quid mihi Dens ji of 
non meus. What is God to me, if a 
he be not mine ? yet this is not 
ſo abſolutely neceflary to our _. 
> 1 30 
firſt acquainting our ſelves with ,. 
God as the former, but 1s rather 
a fruit, and a conſequent of our, | 
acquainting our ſelves with?" 
cio 
God. 
There is a third knowledge of,, -. 
GoJ, and that is a knowledge of. 


| Experience. In Scripture phraſe pou 


Iſa,g3:3: 


men are ſaid to know thoſe 

old 
things that they haye experience, : 
of, .and not to know thoſe things 


that they have had no experience,” 
of. And this experimental kno, '£ 
tedge is in Scripture in ſpeci 
manner calfed Acquaintance. I 
is ſaid of the Lond Chriſt, Tha © 
he was a man of furrows, and acs.© 7 
gainted with priefs. That is, hin 
ad felt, and taſted, and had exy 
perience of griefs and ſorrow: 


" 
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| of all kinds. Now this is an ex- 
" perimental knowledge; ſuch a 
| Cotdee of God as ;this,is that 
. which the Apoſtle Fobn ſpeaks 
of, That which we have heard, : Tkas: 
f hich we bave ſeen with our eyes, 
« « #bico our hands have handled of the 
þ L ord of lifes declare we wnto you. 
And this 1s that which Peter ſu 
a '. poſeth 1 in the Saints. It ſo be x 1 Vet. 2.33 
vi Je have taſted that the Lord is fra- 
cions. 
A ſecond thing included in 
"this acquaintance with God, it is 
ra PEACE and reconciliation with 
God. Therefore Munſter, as I 
"old you, renders the word, Con- 
o- veniat tibi cum eo. Make agree- 
ment with him. And our old 
'"Expliſh tranſlation renders it, 
- — thy ſelf tc him. This we 
know, that we are all by na- 
Ky not only meer ſtrangers to 
20d, for | bus 2 little matter 
"h by ht dring us into acquaintance 
ith him, ſo gracious 1s he, and 
*MMmunicative of himſelf and 


ow toye; 


I4 
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loye; but we are enemies to * 


God, and God is anenemy to 7. 
ns. We that are infinitely be- { 
neath him, are enemies to him * 
»njxſtly, and without cauſe ; la 
ard have done him all the miſ- 5' 
chief and deſpite that poſſibly 
we caftz and he is juſtly become *< 
an enemy to us. And while ©0 
terms ſtand thus, what acquaint- 
ance can there be betiveen God **1 
andus> Will any man take ont.) 
into his acquaintance, that hat! Of, 
been his ancients conſtant , an6t'Ve 
titter enemy, till firſt he. be ref 
conciled to him > What Kin” 
would take an open enemy. inti*Y 4 
his Court, and make him his ez bet 
yourite, till firft he hath madſ<1 
his peace with him?” Can tas 
walk together except they be agreed <Ot 
ſaith God by the Prophet. WEIVe 
muſt be reconciled to God, an* K 
get our peace made in Chriſt, iF0 { 
we would acquaint our ſely&, 
with him- That is a ſecond thin*®2 
included” in this acquaintance! 
| wit 
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; with God. Acquaintance is ol- 
» ly between friends, therefore 
" friends and acquaintance are Sy- 

nonyma , .both in our ordinary 
: languages and in the language of 

© Scripture» Pſal. 55. 13. 

, A third thing implyed in this 
+ 4CqUainNtance with God, it 1s 

1, converſe with God. A convyer- 
+: ling familiarly with God, as one 
"friend converſeth with another. 
nc Only this we mult take notice 

od of, That among men there is a 
n{©vofold friendihip and familia- 

-ocrity, Cither inter pares, Or inter 

» n{jnequales. And where familiari- 

1tccy and converſe is b2tiveen thoſe, 
, between whom there is great in- 

equality, there it mult be ma- 
1ged with that decoram that be- 
9 ames the diſtance that 1s be- 

\EVecn their perſons. As ſup oe 

an* King ſhould take an afte 
to ſome mean and ordinary per- 

yg, and take him into intimate 

;gconverſe with himſelf, this Man 

"mult not think noi to treat the 

wit B King 
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King as he would do one with 
whom he is, as ive ſay, hail fellow 
well met : but with much reve- 
rence, and obſerving the di- 
ſtance that is between the King 
and him, or elſe he may quickly 
forfeit his intereſt in the Kings 
fayour,and familiarity : So here, 
the diſtance between God and 
ns is infinite, therefore we muſt 
manage our converſe and fami- 
liarity with God with loweſt hu- 
mility, and greateſt reverence, 
and a deportment of our ſelves 
every way anſwerable to the di- 
Nance that is between God and 
Us, 


MH, fe ” Y 
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CHAP. Il. 


of Converſe with God, and 
wherein it conſiſts, 


Ow this converſe and fa- 

miliarity with God, fo far 
as it is to be managed and car- 
ried on-by us, conhilts in theſe 
ſeven particulars. 

Firſt. In a frequent and daily 
viſiting of God. Friends and Ac- 
quaintance, you know they do 
often viſit one another, and that 
is the way: to get and keep ac- 
quaintance :' fo ſhould we often 
viſit God. Firſt, By ſhort and e- 
jaculatory prayers, Secondly, By 
ſet and ſolemn prayers every day, 
morning and tvening. 

And we 'tmuſt look upon this, 
not as matter of courtehe but of 
duty. It was anciently a cuſtom 
among the Romans 5 that the 
meaner ſort of people among 
them, did conſtantly go every 

B 2 morn- 
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morning t9 the houſe of ſome or 
other of the- Senators or chief 
men of Rowe , whom they had 
choſen for their patron, and ſo- 
lemnly ſalute him z and this the 
great man looked for from his 
clients as their duty, and this the 
poor people wires | upon as their 
concernment and advantage, this 


being the means to retain him ſtil | 


for their friend and patron.I find 
alſo, that among the ſame Remans 
it was a cuſtom in the families of 
oreat Perſons, that all the Chil- 
dren and ſervants of the family 
ſhould every morning come in a 
body together into the preſence 
of the Lord, and Maſter of 
the family, and give him a ſo- 
lemn Salve, and every evening 
make their appearance together 
again before him, and give him 
aſolemnVYale : God is that So- 
vereign Lord and Father, of 
whom the whole family of hea- 
venand earth is named, as the 
Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks ; ſhould not 
there- 
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therefore all his Children, all his 
Servants, and all his Friends vi- 
fit him and ſalute him morning 
and evening with their prayers ? 
There are ſome indeed that ne- 
ver viſit God but when they are 
in extremities, like thoſe, 1/a. 
26.16. Lord, introuble they have 
viſited thee. 

A Second thing in which this 
converſe with God conſiſts, is in 
a being much in the preſence 
and company of God. Friends 
and acquaintance,you know, they 
do not only viſit one another, but ye valeam 
they ſtay ſome while each withſ# no# rotzs 
other,they cannot content them- Pears 
ſelves with ſhort viſits, with fre 
how do you, and no more ; but ,,#ibus 
they love to be in the preſence eſſe velim 
and company of one another,and Maria 
if it were poſlible, and if their 
other neceſſary occaſions would 
permit it,they would never part, 
they would be together al the day 
long. So it is here in this con- 
verſe with God; there 1s rot 

B 3 only 


20 Thebeſt Acquaintance, 


only a viſiting of God frequent- 
ly and daily, every morning and 
every evening, but there is an 
abiding in the preſence of God. 
What 1s that? Why there is a 
twofold preſence of God. There 
Pfal.13g, 15 a general preſence of God 
T. whereby we are preſent unto 
God, God ſeeing and beholdins 
ns, and this is no more than 1s 
common to all the creatures up- 
on earth, yea to the devils and 
damned in hell : and there is a 
ſpecial preſence of God, whereby 
God is preſent unto us, and we 
do in the ſecret of our ſouls ap- 
prehend him as really preſent to 
us, as if we ſai him with our 
eyes. Of this David ſpeaks, Pſal. 
15. 8. [ have ſet the Lord alwayes 
befcre me. Now it is this preſence. 
of God in which this Converſe 
with God conſiſts, when the 
Soul doth apprehend in it ſelf 
that God 1s preſent with him, 
and ſet himſelf as in the preſence 
of God, this js a piece of the 
Souls 
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Souls converſe with God. To 
2, as We alwayes are, in the 
general preſence of God, with- 
out the ſpecial apprehenfions of 
his preſence, is rather a hinde- 
rance to converſe and acquaint- 
ance with God, than any thing 
eiſe. If the beſt friend I have 
in the world ſhould come into 
the room where I were, and paſs 
too'and again by me, and ſtand 
right before me,all the day long, 
I ſhould be ſo bufie in talking 
with other men, - about other 
matters, that I ſhould not re- 
oard him, nor take any notice of 
him, and this one day after ano- 
thr; this were the way rather 
to break of th2 intercourſe and 
acquaintance that1is between us, 
than to continue 1t : So here, 
wherever we are, God is preſent 
with us, before us, behind us, 
round about. us; if our heads 
and hearts be fo taken up with 
the world, and luſts and vanities, 
bnat we mind not God, though 
B 4 pre- 
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pr nor take 86 notice of 
im, this 1s the way rather to 
loſe than to gazn acquaitance 
with God, If therefore ie would 
converſe with God, we muſt 
take notice of, and acknowledge 
the preſence of God. Firſt,” by 
a frequent and actual remem- 
brance of him, and lifting up 
our thoughts and defires to him. 
Secondly, by a reverent de- 
meanour of our ſelves continu- 
ally, as before him. This is that 
the holy Ghoſt calls for. 1z ak 
thy wayes —— bim. And, 
Be tho in the fear of the Lord all 
the day long. And this, they that 
have any acquaintance with God 
deſire to be, and do, to acknoiv- 
ledge God in all their wayes, to 
be in the thoughts of God, and 
in the apprehenſions and breath- 
ings after God all the day long, 
and it is their grief that they can 
be ſo no more, and they can at 
at leaſt ſay with Divid, That the 
thoughts of Ged are precious to the, 
: as 
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a3 the preſence of an intimate 
friend 1s preczons unto us, and 
it grieves us that ve can have no 
more of it. Behdes this, there 
is a ſolemn preſence of God in his 
Ordinances, 1n regard of which, 
they which attend theſe Ordi- 
nances are ſaid to app2ar before 
God,and to [tand in the preſence 
of the Lord. And God hath ap- 
pointed ſet and ſolemn times for 
all that are or would be acquaint- 
ed with him, thus to appear bz- 
fore him, and to ſtand in his pre= 
ſence, and in our ſo doing con- 
filts a great part of our acquaint- 
ance with God. 

A third thing wherein this 
Converſe with God ſtands, is in 
our improving God, and our in- 
tereſt in him, and acquaintance 
with him.IfT bave one thatis my 
intimate friend & acquaintance, 
this is the benefit I have by it, 1 
have on2 no'y into whoſe boſom 
I can intruſt all my ſecrets, and 
eaſe ail my griefs and troubles, 

I 
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I have one with whom I can con- 
ſult m all my difficult and iweigh- 
ty affairs, with whom I may 
make bold in all my wants and 
exigencies ; ſo I neither can, nor 
will do, with another that 1s 2 
ſtranger, and none of my ac- 
quaintance. True friendſhip and 
acquaintance ſtands not in bare 
words and complemental viſits, 
but in real communication of 
ofhices and benefits : ſo here,con- 
verſe and acquaintance with God 
ſtands in our 1mproving God, 
and our intereſt in him, ſo as to 
acquaint him with all our ſe- 
crets, ſo as to impart unto him 
all our griefs and fears, ſo as to 
relie upon him to guide us in all 
our wayes, and to ſupply all our 
wants. This God looks we ſhould 
do, and takes it unkindly when 
we do otherwiſe: as a true 
friend that is willing and able to 
help his friend, takes it unkind- 
ly if - he go to any other, thinks 
himſelf either diſtruſted or 
flighted, 
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ſlighted, and it is almoſt a mat- 

ter of falling out hetiween them ; 

ſo God takes it unkirdly, when 

we 10 our Wants, or fears, or 
ſtreights, in any kind whatſo- 
ever, $0 to any creature jn hea- 
ven or earth, bur only to himz God 
even fails out with us upon it. _ 
What ſaith he ? Is it not lecauſe > ings 
there is nit a God in Iſrael, that ye © 5: 
go ro enquire of Baalzebub ihe god 

of Ekron? , 

A fourth thing wherein this 
converſe and acquaintance with 
God confilts, 15 1n our compli- 
ance with God. Among men 
you ſee, he that would have ac- 
quaintance, and keep acquaint- 
ance with one, eſpecially that is 
his ſuperiour,he muſt ſtudy com- 
pliance, he mult be careful to 
accommodate hjmſelf to the ' 
oenius and diſpoſition of the 0- 
ther, and be as it vere tran:- 
formed and moulded into his ve- 
ry image. eAricis alter iaem. 

So itis here, this converſe with 


God 
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God conſiſts in a complying with 
God. Therefore, as I ſaid before, 
the Tigurine tranſlation renders 
the word. Accemmoda te illi. AC- 
commodate thy ſelf to him. 
There can be no converſe, no ac- 
quaintance with God, unleſs we 
refign and accommodate our 
ſelves to him, and comply with 
him in all things. Az aio. Negas 
ego. To ſay as God ſaith, to like 
what he likes, to diſlike what he 
diſlikes, to love what he loves, 
and to hate what he hates ; this 
is the way to converſe and ac- 
quaintance with God. 

A fifth thing wherein this 
converſe and acquaintance with 
God confiſts, is in a wiſe ob- 
ſerving his goings towards us, 
and his dealings with us, and in a 
thankful acknowledging even 
the leaſt of his fayours and cour- 
tefies beſtowed npon us. Thus 
we deal with men, there is none 
of usall, but if a friend of ours 
ſend us buta ſmall token, or do 
us 
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us a ſmall courtehe, we think 
our ſelves ingaged in point of 
common humanity, to take no- 
tice of it, and thank ham for it; 
that 15 common between friends, 
and that is the way to continue 
friendſhip: O that we conld be 
as punctual, and as exact with 
God this way, as we are with 
men ; but who 1s there that doth 
not receive many more mercies 
from God, than he takes notice 
of, or acknowledgeth with 
thankfulneſs ? 

A fixth thing wherein this ac- 
quaintance ivith God lyes, is in 
our being acquainted with Gods 
ſecrets. According tothat of the 
Pſalmiſt, The ſecret of tbe Loyd 
i with them that fear bim. And, 
His ſecret # with the righteous. 
Not that the 'moſt intimate of 
Gods acquaintance know all 
Gods ſecrets. No, there are 
ſome that are Arcana saſcrutabi- 
lia, buf they knoiv more of Gods 
ſecrets, than any other in the 

world 


#7 


Plal.a5. 


4. 
Prov, 3. 


LD 


” CNS EIT... 


The be(f Acquaintance. 


world do. And there are ſome 
ſecrets | tiat they may without 
any offence defire God to make 
known unto them, as the ſecret 
counſcl of God in their Electi- 
on ,. and the writing of - their 
names in heaven, before the 
foundations cf the world were 
laid. This is a ſecret that God 
imparts to none but his ſpecial 
friends. And this, all that are 
of: Gods acquaintance, may 
boldly beg of God to have im- 
parted to them. 

A ſeventh thing wherein this 
converſe and acquaintance \vith 
God conhits, is in God's yiſtt- 
ing us, ' and our, entertaining of 
theſe viſits. It is a great favour 
and honour that God doth us, 
that he will give us leave to viſit 


- - him with our prayers and ſuppli- 


cations, but that he ſhould:con- 
deſcend ſo lov as to come and 
viſitus; this is a greater fayone 
and honour. For the King to 
come to a private mans — 
a 
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and give him a friendly viſit, is 
more than to give: him leave to 
come to Court, and preſent his 
petition 3 that 1s as it were, a 
common courtehſie in reſpect of 
the other. © Now what kind of 
*© things theſe viſits are, I cannot 
* explain unto you, they are 
* things, in a manner, unuttera- 
* ble, and if I could ſpeak of 
* them never ſo diſtin&tly and 
& clearly, you that have not had 
© experience of them, could ne- 
« ver underſtand what I mean ; 
and you that have experience, 
know more already of them,than 
either-you or I can expreſs. But 
all they that have acquaintance 
with God, do highly prize theſe 
viſits, and therefore firſt do earn- 
eſtly ſollicite God that he would 
pleaſe to beſtow a viſit upon 
them, thinking long for it, and 


= 


ſaying with David, Oh when wilt Pſal. tor« 


thou come unto me? Secondly, If 2+ 


God pleaſe to honour them with 
a viſit, they entertain it wita 
oreatelt 
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greateſt thankfulneſs, and re-- 
joycing. One vilit from God, 
doth them more good than an 
hundred other bleſſings beſtowed 
by God upon them. When Mary 
the Mother of our Lord went to 
give her Cozen Elizabeth a viſit, 
ſhe was ſo affected with the ho- 
nour, that not only her heart in 
her belly, but the Babe in her 
womb leaped for joy. And 
whence ts this, ſaith ſhe, that the 
Auther of my Lord ſhould come to 
me? for as ſoon as the woice of thy 
ſalvation ſounded in mine ears, the 
babe leaped in my womb for joy. O 
then, when the Lord himſelf, the 
Lord of life and glory ſhall 
pleaſe to come and viſit a poor 
£fnful ſoul, what joy, what tri- 
umph will there be ? what crying 
out ! as Mr. Gluver, when he was 
£0ing to the ſtake to be burnt, 
O Auſtine, he is come, he is come | 
What admiration! crying out 
with Elizabeth, Whence 1s this 
that my Ld ſhould come to me! 

Thus 
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Thus I haye ſhewed you what 
this acquaintance With God is, 
and wherein it confilts, And 
when I ſay, the great concern- 
ment of every man 1sto acquaint 
himſelf with God, the meaning 
of it is tifis: That it greatly 
concerns every one of us to la- 
bour to know God, and that nor ow- 
ly with a knoivledge of notion and 
ſpeculation, but with a knowledge 


of faith and experience ; as alſo, to, 
get our peace made with God, and, 
then to converſe familiarly with. 


him 3 and to that end, 1. Towviſie 
him often with our prayers. 2, TO, 
be frequently in hs preſence. 3, To 
improve onr intereſt in him upon all 
occaſions. 4. To comply with him, 
framing our hearts and wayes aC- 
cording to his will inall things. 
5. To obſerve and give him thanks 
for all bus favour To beg, 6. That 
be would acquaint us with bus ſecrets, 
And 7. Honiar us with his viſits. 
And this 1s to acquaint our ſelves 


with God. 
© CHAP; 


31 


Gea-2-1$ 


The beſt Acquarpance, 
CHAP. III. 


Shewing the Reaſons, why it 
i; the great concernment of 
every Man to arquaint him- 


felf with God. 
MA is, as the Proverb tell 
ns, a ſoctable creature, 
God at the firſt fratned him for 
F&mpany and ſociety, therefore 
of Man m his Innocency, God 
pronounced this 7t is nat good 
or man th bt alone. Hence it 'is 
that every Man naturally ſeeke 
to 2ociate and acquaint himſe]F 
with Toitte Companion or other, 
bat fince thenature of man is be- 
come ſo corrupted and vitiated 
by the fall of 4am, it concerns 
every man to be very careful 
whom he doth acquaint and afſo- 
citte himſelf with, not only for 
his reputation and honout ſake, 
becauſe Noſcitrr ex ſocio qui no 


 Cigneſcicar ex ſe; but alfo for his 


ſouls 
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ſouls ſake, becauſe a mans aſſo- 
ciate and acquaintance hath a ſe- 
cret and powerful influence upon 
his mind and ſpirit, to make it 
either better or worſe,according 
as his acquaintance is. Therefore 
it is that the holy Ghoſt gives 


33 


that neceflary caution 3 Make n0 proy.ae. 


friendſhip with an angry man, and 1g. 


with a farions man thou ſhalt not go, 
leſt thou learn hu wayes, and get 4 


ſnare to thy ſoul. The fame may 


be ſaid of a drunkard, of a 
ſearer, of a deſpiſer of the 
Word and Ordinances of God, 
of a perverter of the truths of 
God, and of every othier finer 
whatſoever. Make no friend 
with him, [ eſt thou get a ſnare 80 thy 


ſoul. But O, how is this whole- 


ſom and neceſſary counſel of the 
holy Ghoſt forgotten; and how 
unwary are moft men in the 
choice of their friends and ac? 
quaintance, though the holy 
Ghoſt again tells us, ith che 


pure wen will learn purizy, and pq .g, 
* with 24. 
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with the froxard they will learn fro- 
wartneſs.So our Engliſh Tranſla- 


tion reads it. Et cam perverſo | 


Sic Cle- ververterss; ſo the Vulgar La- 
_—_— tin. But row I propound unto 
rullian, YOu here an acquaintance, from 
Athanaſ. whence you need not fear any 
Ambroſius, hurt or Ls bas rather on the 
eaſt contrary may expe& much good; 
nus,, aliig; Or [0 ſaith the Text : Acquiint 
locum in- now thy ſelf with him, and be at 
terpretan- peace 3 ſo ſhall good come nnto thee, 
ear. The firſt benefit of this acquaint- 
arice 1s peace, peace with God, 

peace with thine own conſcience, 

peace with the reſt of the crea- 

EYES. Firſt, Peace with God,that 

muſt needs be, becauſe ,reconci- 

liation and peace with God, is 

as you have heard, cne ingredi- 

ent of this acquaintance with 

God. Secondly, Perce with cone 

cience, for conſcience is but G-ds 

Deputy, Gods eAdwicate and Ne- 

tary 1n theſoul; and as among 

men, when a man hath made his 

peace ith the principal Credi- 

ror 
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tor or party that had a contro- 
verfie in Law againft him, the 
Advocate, the Sollicitor,, his 
mouth 1s ſtopped, he hath no 
more to ſay : ſo here, having 
peace \vith God, thou haſt peace 
with conſcience; to be ſure 
then, thou haſt j«s ad rem, if nat 
jus in re. Thirdly, Peace with the 
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creatures, For thou ſhalt be in league Job 5.33, 
with the ſtones of the field : and the 24+ 


beaſts of the field ſhall be at peace 
with thee, &c, And Secondly, 
Good ſhall :1me nnto thee, and that 
a threefold good; 4tile,Honeftlum, 
or Honorificum, Tucundums' Fory 
Firſt, this acquaintance with 
God is the* moſt profitable ac- 
quaintance. Secondly, It is the 
molt hononrable acquaintance. 
And, Thirdly, It is the moſt 
comfortable acquaintance, 

Firſt, T ſay, acquaintance with 
God is the moſt profitable ac- 
quaintance z there never (vas any 
man, that ever waz acquainted 
with God, nor never vill - 

ut 
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but got abundance of good by 
that acquaintance. I have read 
of C alvia and Beza, and other 
men of eminent Karning and 
holineſs, that the men of their 
acquaintance haye proteſted , 
that they never were in their 
company, but they returned doth» 
ares, amt meliores, either more 
learned, or made hetter 3 what 
then way, and wayt, and will thoſe 
ſay , that are acquainted ith 
God > IF the light of a glow- 
worm will help a man ſo much, 
what will the light of the Sun? 
When Moſes had been converſing 
with God upon the Mount but 
fox a little time, forty dayes and 
forty nights, the Text ſaith, bs 
face did ſhine. Qur acquaintance 
with men may ſully and deform 
us, they may affricate ſome of 
their errours or vices to us, va 
#t mucorem contatls rmaxit ab wud. 
But now. converfipg with God, 
acquainting our ſelves with God, 


_ that wall make our faces toſhine. 
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O how hawblc,how holy, how hea- 
weuly, how  Godelike will. that 
man grow that acquaints himſejf 
with God? | 

Secondly, As this 4&quaintance 
with God 1s a profic«ble acquaint- 
ance, ſo it 1s an honourable ac- 


quaintance. Men count it an ho-. 


nour to haye acquaintance with 
thoſe that are their Superiours 5 
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hence it 18. that many ſegh the Ky- Provaay, 1\. 
lers favonr. You read of one £4- *6+ 


had the ſon of Nathan, that he 
was the principal officer in Sele- 
mans Court, and that he was the 
Kings friend. Which of thoſe 
think you,did he count his great- 
eft honour ? and if ke mult haye 
be2n put to his choice to part 
with one of them, which of them 
do you think he weald moft 
willingly have parted with? It 1s 
eafily determined. Surely to be 
the Kings friend Was wore to him 
than his office, whatever his ob- 
fice were- O then, jvhat is to 
be the friends of God, to be ad- 

C4 Mit- 
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mitted into familiarity and ac- 
quaintance with «God, whois 
King of Kings; 'and - Lord. of 
Lords} It is ſpoken of Abrabam 


as his great honour, and the great 


reward of his faith, that he was 


, "called the friend of God, Cuicunque 
*hec ſors contigerit wt amicus Dei ſit 
' is humane {@(icitatis terminos trauts 


| ſeendit, ſaith- Philo. Whoſe lot 


_ ſgeyer it be to be the friend of 


God, he hath tranſcended the 


-bourids of humane felicity. And 


yet this honour have all the chil- 


| dren of faithful Abraham, as well 


-as himſelf; and indeed this ho- 
'nour all may have that will, 
"Therefore that Souldier whom 


eAzſt ine mentions, lib. B. Confeſ]. 
cap. 6. ſaid wiſely, Dic queſo, 
Eo omenibus laboribus noftris quo am- 
** bimus pervenire? quid querimus ? 
« cajus rti cauſa militamus > Ma- 
<© joreſne efſe poterint ſpes noſtre in 
6& palatio quam ut amici imperatorit 


Efiamns ? & ibi quid non fragile, 
7 plenamque periculis? Et per quet 


pericula 
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FE pericula pervenitur ad grandins 
" periculum > Et quamd1iu iſtad 
© erit? Amicus antem Dei {6 v6 
& laero ecce nunc fic. Tell me 1 
* pray, whither. do we by all 
© our. adventures ;aſpire > what 
* ſeek we ? what run we the ha- 
© zard of war for ? can cuc l0pes 


<;n the Pallace riſe higher, than 


* to be accounted Friends to the 
*© Emperour? / and in that ho- 
© nvur, what 1s there that is not 
© frail, and full of danger ?, .and 
«© hoiv long will that- endure? 
But the friend of God, if 1 will, 
I may be made ro preſently. 
And who but mad-men or fools, 
would refuſe ſuch honour. 
Thirdly, This acquaintance 


with God, as it-is moſt profit- 


able and honourable, ſo it 15 moſt 


-ecmfortable, pleaſant, and delight- 


ful. And here I muſt appeal to 
all thoſe that have ever had ex- 
perience of acquaintance With 
God, if they Fave not found More 
true, real, ſolid joy and comtort 

N12 
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inone quarter of an hours ſecret 
converſe with God, yea in one 
friendly look or word of God, 
than ever they did in all their 
lives beſides? you that are ſtran- 
vers to this, I know will not be- 
lieve it, nor cannot think it'; 
but thoſe that have experience of 
it, will dear me witneſs that 1 
ſpeak, the truth in (rift, I Iye net, 
nor hyperbolize. What is the com- 
fort and joy of heaven it ſelf, but 
the preſence of God, ſweet com- 
munion and converſe with God ; 
ſo far therefore as ie can attain 


this upon earth, ſo far ie have an. 


heaven upon earth. The Fes 
have a ſaying concerning the laſt 
day of the feaſt of Tabernacles 
which Scripture calls the laſt and 
great day of the feaft, Joh.7.37. 
that he who never knewv the joy 
of that day,never kney joy in all 
his life : = I am ſure it is much 
more true here; he that neyer 
kneiy the comfort and joy of ac- 
quaintance with God, never 

kneiy 
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kneiy true joy and comfort in all 
his life. | | 

Well, jfall this that hath been , 


ſaid of the profit, honour, and com- 
fer, of acquaintance with God, 
be not enough to perſivade you, 


; that it is the great concernment 


of every one of you to get ard 
keep this acquaintance, I have 
F-1t one thing more to add, and 
that is, that it is neceſſary for eve- 
ry one of you to acquaint your 
felves with God. For tell me, 
can you be content when you 
ſhall come to lye a dying, and 


' then knock at the gate of mercy, 


ſaying, Lord, Lord, open anto # 5 [.uke 13, 
can you be content that God xx. 


ſhould anſwer you as it is there, 
[ know you not whence 104 are? Or, 


can you be content, that when 

you come to appear before the 

jadgment-ſeat - of Chriſt, he 

ſhould profeſs: to you, / wever 

knew you, depart from me ye workevs Mat. 7,v4- 

of iniquizy If not, O then la- 

bour to get acquaintance _ 
- Go 
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God and Chriſt now, for can 
you'1magine that God and Chriſt 
will know them in death” artd 
judgment, who care not for 
knowing him, and acquainting 


themſelves with him in the time 


of their lives? 


—— - ——_— Cocos 


CHAP. IV. 


Calling us to take notice of the 
wonderful condeſcenſuon of 
God towards ns, in vouch- 
ſafing to admit us into his 
Acquaintance , aud of tht 
madneſs aud folly of thaſt 
that care not for this Ac- 
qualntance. | 


Ere then ſee the infinite 
goodneſs .and condeſcenſi- 
on of God towards us his poor 


-and worthleſs creatures, © who 


though he be infinitely above us, 


and 
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and ſtands not at all in need of 
of us, nor cannot be in the leaſt 
benefited or advantaged by us, 
or by his acquaintance with usz 
but before there was made either 
Man or Angel, he was infinitely 
ſatisfied, and infinitely bleſſed in 
the enjoyment of himſelf ; yer 
was he pleaſed to create Angels 
and Men,not only to a fitneſs and 
capacity of, but unto an actnal 
communion and acquaintance 
with himſelf; which was more 
than needed on God's part, or 
was owing on our parts ; and 
when we like fooliſh and un- 
thankful wretches,upon the very 
firſt motion of the devil, gave 
aivay this honour and happineſs 
of acquaintance and communi- 
on for an apple, as Eſau ſold his 
birth-right for a meſs of pottage, 
and thereby not only made our 
ſelves unworthy for ever to be 
admitted into Gods favour and 
acquaintance, but nnfit for it too, 
as \ivell as nnworthy z that God 

ſhould 
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ſhould yet pleaſe to ſtoop ſo loy 
as to take ns yet againnto ac- 

uaintance with himfelf : thi 
peaks the wonderful goodneſs 0 
God, his infinite @i\avdgonia, 
or love to mankind. 

When Eſas had once underv 
lued the birth-right, ſo far ast 
ſell it for a meſs of pottage 
though afterwards it grieve: 
him for what he had done, an 
he ſought earneſtly, and th; 
with tears, to recover that ble{ 
fing and birth=right which. 
had ſo fooliſhly loſt, yet it coul 
not be : ſo God might have ded 
wath «Adam, and every one « 
us. The Text tells us, Ada 
lived g3o years after his fin 
now if Adam had ſpent all tho/ 
years in nothing but weeping an 
mourning, for his folly and mad 
neſs in parting with his birth 
r3ght, his acquaintance and com 
munion with God, for an appl: 
and in ſeeking earneſtly, an 
that with tears, to recover com 


munia © 


* 


The beſt Acquaintaxte. 

yy Mmunion and acquaintance with 
ic. God again, and after all , had 
hy been denyed it, yet God had been 
. altogether juſt and righteous. 
{z But behold the kindneſs of 

' God, and his leve towards man- 
iz, kind! Asit is ſaid of Davidgwhen 
« Abſalom by his villanies had ba- 
ge niſhed himſelf from his Fathers 
ve Court and preſence, it is ſaid, 
an The ſoul of King David longed to 
hy $9 forth anto Abſalom: that is, Da-2 Samy. 
ef, ids heart was full of fatherly 3% 
, affeRion towards him , and he 
1; longs to be friends with him a- 
oz) gain: ſo did the heart of God 
> « evenlong tewards man, after his 
4, finand fall, and he did even long 
Gn to be friends with him again, 
yo to renew his acquaintance and 
an Converſe with him. 
12d Andthis gracious diſpoſition 
vth Of his towards ſinful man, this 
om great defire and inclination 
plc which Gcd hatlf after peace and 

an 


<3 


renewed acquaintance with fin- 
om ful man,God hath abundantly de- 
1; Aaced and teſtified. Firf, 


( 
« 
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Firſt, By appointing, ordaining, 
and giving one to be a CMedia- 
tir, a Reconciler, a Peace-mahker 
a Friend-maker, between God 
and us. 

Second'y, By appointing and 
giving no Other nor meaner Per- 
fon to this work, than his own 
bleſſed and dear Son, who 1s the 
expreſs image of his perſon > and 


the brightneſs of his glory. 


Third!y, By giving this Son of 


'histo be a Mediator, not only 


by way of [nrerc-ſſion, but alfo by 
way of ſatisfatlion,to make peace 
for us by paying our debts, and 
ſatisfying for our fins, which 
he could not do but by ſhedding 
his blood, and laying down his 
precious life; and yet rather 
than God would quite loſe and 
abandon all his intereſt in us,and 
acquaintance with us, he would 
not ſpare his vn Son. 

Fourthly, By teſtifying and 
proclaiming unto all men in the 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel, that #: 

j 
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is reconciled to the world, and by pg 
calling and. inviting finners unto? 
peace and acquaintance With himſelf. 


Fifhly, By profering his acquaint- 
ance unto finners upon ſuch eafie, 
and as I may ſay, ſuch cheap terms, 
namely, that we ſhould repent of, 
and ceaſe from our hating of him, 
and our being enemies to him and 
enter into a league of unfeigned 
love and friendſhip with him z and 
would any of us take one that hath 
been our enemy, into our acquaint- 
ance, upon other terms than 
theſe? 

Sixthly, By his not only offering 
acquaintance with us upon thoſe 
terms, by his Embaſſadours, his Mi- 
miſters, but by his coming perſon- 
ally by his Spirit to our ſeveral 
hearts, inviting and ſolliciting us to 
this acquaintance. According to that 
of our Lord Jeſw Chriſt, Behold 1 


ftand at the durr and hnock ; if any man Rev.z. 20; 


hear my voice, and open to me, 1 will 
come in to him, and will ſup with him, 
and be with me, The Greeks and Rc- 


D mans 


” 


2. Sam. 7, 
19. 
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mans Of old were Wont alwayes ta 
have their feaſts at ſupper;therefore 
when it isſaid here, [ will come in tg 
him, and ſup with him, it 1s as if he 
had. ſaid, 1 will some into him and 
feaſt with him. And feaſting together 


was of old a Symbole of perfe& re- 


conciliation,and ingimate friendſhip 
and acquaintance. Now, behold here 
the wonderful goodneſs and conde- 
ſcenfion of God, and his gracious 
diſpoſition apd inclination towards 
peace and acquaintance with his 
poor creatures, May we not here 
now takeup that admiring expreſſi- 
on of David, And # this the manner 
of men, O Loyd. Did you ever read 
or kear of any Kins or Prince, that 
when his SubjeRs liad highly pro- 
voked him, by their rebellion a- 
oainſt him, and he had power e- 
nough to: cruſh and deſtroy them, 
would yet not only ſend his Heralds 
and-, Ambaſſadours to them to offer 
terms of peace and reconciliation, 
but would himſelf, go in his own 


perſon, from honſe to _—_— and 
rom 


ws dhe 


. % ws 
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from man'to man, intreating them 
ſeverally, and by t1me, that they 
would be friends with him their So- 
veraign Lord and King; and ofter- 


ing if they will but open the door . 


to him, that he will forgive them , 
and be friends with them : did 
you ever read or hear of ſuch a 
thing 2 and « this the manner of men ? 
but this 1s the manner of Gods deal- 
ing with his enemies. Behold there- 
fore, I ſay, and admire the gracious 
diſpoſition of God toivards finful 
man, and the great deſire he hath 
towards peace and reneived ac- 
quaintance ivith him. 

In the next place, ſee here the 
folly and madneſs of all thoſe that 
are not acquainted with God. And 
this I fear 1s the ſtate of not a few 
among us, Whatever they may 
think of themſelves ; of whom it 
may be ſaid, as our Saviour ſaid of 
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the Jews, Te have neither heard his John 5. 
vice at any tyme, nor ſeen bis ſhape. 37 


They were a People that had read 
and heard th2 word of God; Ay, 
D 2 bur 


gO 


"Te have, ſaith he, neither heard bi 
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but yet. they had never heard the 
voice of God, they had never heard , 
God himſelf ſpeaking in his word; 
they had ſeen the temple, and the 
Altar, and the reſt of thoſe ſacred 
Symbols that were the teſtimonies of 
Gods preſence, ay, but they had ne- 
ver ſeen the face of Ggdin thoſe (; 
Ordinances, and therefore though |. 
they looked upon themſelves as the 
only people in the world that were 
acquainted with God, yet our Savr 
our tells them they were miſtaken 
they. were meer ſtrangers to him. ,,1 


N: 


Voice at any time, nor ſeen his ſhape. the 


O that it were not ſo with ſom 
of us, who hear 0 Gol indeed, bt pe! 
hear not Gd , who have heard 7. 
God by the hearing of the ear, but ne Wa 
ver heard God himſelf by the hea gy 
ing of the heart, who have ſeen t! led: 
ſanuaries and Ordinances of Goi ,nq 
but have never ſeen the face of Gi q«@« 
in his Ordinances,and in his San& ,, | 
aries, and ſo remain ſtrangers t Gy, 
God, and unacquainted with him. hef, 

Pat 
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Particularly here are tio ſorts, 
whoſe woful condition this is. 
, Firſt, Thoſe that are tonorant of 
6 God, 
Secondly, Thoſe that have no con- 
t verſe with God. 
Firft, Thoſe that are ignorant of x 
God, who knoiy not God : they muſt 
P needs be ſtrangers to God, and God 
* to them; for knowledge is the firſt 
{tep to acquaintance. Now, by per- 
ſons ignorant of God, I mean, not 
only thoſe that are groſsly ignorant, 
who have not a true notion of the 
Nature, Attributes, and Perſons in 
* the Deity, of which there are too 
many every \vhere ; but by i2norant 
perſons, I mean, thoſe, who though 
Ic they have a true notion of God, yet 
M yyant the real, efteual, and poiyer- 
4" ful knowledge of God : their know- 
U ledge of God is meerly notional, 
0 and God is to them, as it \vere, 
G' meerly, Notio ſecundat& en: rationis, 
&! as the Logicians ſpeak. To knovy 
| God really and indeed, is as I ſaid 
" before, to knoy him.not only by an 
at D 3 ary 
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airy ſpeculation , but to know him; 


by a faith of effettual perſmaſuon, ſo to 
know him, as to believe him indeed 
to be, the moſt powerful, wiſe, and 
good, the molt juſt, and holy,Crea- 
tor, preſeryer, and Governor of the 
whole univerſe, and accordingly to 
have our hearts affe&ed with love 
unto him, with defire after kim, 
with fear and reverence of him, and 
delight in him. This, and this only, 
is the true knowledge of God, and 


whoſoever they be that are deſtitute 


of this knowledge, whatever they 
may think of themſelves, and of 
their own knowledge, they are yet 
ignorant of God, and ſtranger: 
from God, through the jgnoranct 
that is in them. 

Nov, do we thus know God all 
of us? do we thus know God? thus at 
to acknowledge him, love him, fear 
him, defire him delight in him. The 
oxzthe horſe, & the dogythus knows 
his Maſter and owner ; and if we dc 
not thus know onr Creator, out 
Preſerver, our Feeder and Main- 

tazner, 


The beſt Acquatntance, 53 


tainer, O hoiv ignorant and brutiſh 
nie we ? Iſa. I. 3. 

Secondly. oo there are that 2 
have no converſe with God, what- 
ever they know of him, they have 
no converſe ith him, les bi ve witÞoat Epheſ, 2. 
God in the world, as the Apoſtle I 2. 
ſpeaks of ſome. That are as mind- 
leſs of God, as regardleſs of God, & 
of all converſe with | 1M, as if there 
ere no God at all : who are ſo far 
from viſiting God daily with their 
rayers, that they never viit God 
bs prayer at all; who are ſo far from 
being often in the preſence of God, 
as thoſe are that acquaint themſelves 
with God, and converſe with God, 
that they are never 1n the preſence 
of God at all. G3d is not in all their Pal, 10.4. 
thoughts, as tne P/aimiſt ſpeaks, and 
makes it the very deſcription of a 
wicked man. Noiv how many ſuc 
are there among us, of whom it 
may molt truly he ſaid, G God 15 B06 13 
all their th pts; > 

One mn he aivakes, and riſes 11 
the morning) and as ſoon as he 15 up, 

4 pre- 
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preſently without ever taking no- 
tice of God, or turning his thoughts 
to him, he ruſheth into his ſhop, 


or into his worldly buſineſles, and 1s 


engaged in them ſoul and body, 
heart and hand, and ſo he continues, 
till of neceſſity he muſt intermit his 
labours to take a littlefood, and 
when he hath done that, he returns 
to his work again, and there cont1- 
nues till late at night, and then 


he takes his ſupper, and goes to bed, | 


and ſleeps till morning, and then he 
riſeth and ſpends the ſecond day as 
he ſpent the firſt, and the third as 
the ſecond, and fo on, one day after 
another, and one week after ano- 
ther, and one year after another, 


but God 1s n0t in all kis thoughts. Ano-. 


ther 1s. no ſooner up and clad, but 
he is preſently for his ſports and 
games, or his company and cups, 
and theſz te parſnes all the day long. 
T here are thxc y;ſe crly in the morne 
ins t6 t3:{0;, firong drink, and contie 
nie 19:1 night, till the wine enflame 
them. And as tiny fpend one day, {0 


they 
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they relo[ve to ſpend a ſecond and a 
third, and ſo they would ſpend eve- 
ry day. Come 7, tay they, { will fetch 
wine, and we will fill our ſeives wit 
ftrong drink , and to morrow [hall be 45 


Chap. 56. 


IZ, 


. this day, and much more abundant. 


When [ ſhall awake, I will ſeek it Sogn 
again. A man may without ſuſpici- * 
on of the lealt breach of charity 
conclude of theſe, thit they hav2 no 
acquaintance with God : God ts nt 
in all their thoughts. 

I confeſs, -that even the Saints 
themſelycs have God too little 1n 
their thoughts, but they take 'no- 
tice- of it, and beyail it z which 
makes one of them cry out, O-Dezes 
erern? quormdo [emjer memar es £169 
qui tur ſemper obliviſcitur ? qarmacy 
comtinuarem babes memoriam ejms qui 
perpetuars t:i havet oblivionem? O 
Deus preſentiſſim: , & remniſſime! 
prejen:iſſime quidem quid in te eff 
omnib#89 cre-iturs tals, remotiſſimss ve- 
ro bominibgs terrenis propter profundam 
g42 teneutur joblivionem quod tn 3 
m ei. Me mijernn obliviſcur Dei qua 

me- 
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mecum eft, 0 beneficiorum que conti- 
nuo in me confert, preceptorum que mi- 
hi imponit, premiorum que promittit, 
ſuppliciorum que minatur, & denique 
judicii quad inſtituet. O Pater miſeri- 
cordiarum aufer & me pernitioſam adeo 
obl;vionem tui, ut ſemper ſims tui memor 
ficur tu es meji. © Q eternal God, 
« how 1s it that thou art alwayes 
© mindful of one who is alwayes 
© unmindful of thee > how 1s it 
*© that thou haſt a continual remem- 
&« brance of him who hath a per- 
< petual forgetfulneſs of thee ? O 
© © God, who art moſt preſent to 
© me, and moſt remote from me! 
« 'As for thee, thou art moſt pre- 
&© ſent to all thy creatures, but moſt 
& remote from earthly men, be- 
& cauſe of their profound forgetful- 
&© neſs, that thou art in them, Ah, 
& \yretched mantnat I am, I forget 


& that God that is ever with me,the: 


& benefits that he continually be- 
© tows upon me, the precepts 
«hich he impoſeth on me, the 
& rewards Which he promiſeth me, 

tie 
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© the puniſhments wherewith he 
*threatenz me,the Judgments which 
© he will execute. O Fatier of 
mercies, take away from me this ſo 
pernicious forgetfulneſs of thee,and 
orant that 1 may be ever mindful of 
thee, as thou art of me, But, O how 
few are there that are thus ſenſible 
of their forgetfulneſs of God, and 
their mindleſsneſs of him, and be- 
wail it,and pray againſt it ?No, my 
brethren , the generality of men 
live in a " mindleſsneſs and regarc- 
leſsneſs, and total and conflant for- 
getfulneſs of God,& love to live ſo; 
this is their folly and their madneſs, 
they ſhun the thoughts of God,and 
all converſe with God, 25 men that 
have ſore eyes ſhun the light of the 
Sun. They ſay unto the Almiohty, de- ry " 
part from ns, fer we deſire not the bnon-. ; 
ledge of thy wayes. Would you think 
It poſſible, that men ſhould ever ar- 
rive at that height of madneſs, as 
not only to live ſtrangers fre mGod, 
& unacquainted with him, hut to be 
contented {o to live, yea to refuſe 
all 
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all knowledge of him, and ſcorn all 
acquaintance with him > 


— —_— o——_— Mm c—_—_—_— Vo 


CGEHAF. V. 


Exhorting all to labour to get ac- 
quaintance with God, and pro 
pounding ſeveral Motives 
therewnto. 


Y next work therefore ſhall 
be to exnort and invite every 
one of you to this acquaintance 
with God. Let me beſpeak every 
one, into Whoſe hands theſe lines 
may come, in the words of my 
Text, Acquaint thy ſelf nith him. 
There are three things, that are 
the great attraCtives, and incentives 
to make us ſeek acquaintance with 
men. Firſt, The worthineſs of the 
perſon. _ The benefit we 
may reap by their acquaintance. 
Thirdly, Eaſineſs of acceſs and ac- 
quaint- 
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quaintance- Now all theſe are emi- 
nently and tranſcendently in 
God. 

Firſt, The worthineſs of the perſon. 
Men that are of great eminency, 
either for learning and wiſdom, or 
for holineſs and piety, or for power 
and authority, or for honour and 
dignity, O how ambitior's are pru- 
dent and intelligent men of getting 
acquaintance with ſuch ? In all theſe 
particulars who is like unto God,or 
who may be compared with him? 
who is infinite in wiſdom and holi- 
neſs, infinite in Majeſty, power, 
and glory ; He is the only Potentate, 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
whoſe acquaintance 1s more worth 
than tne acquaintance of all the 
men in the world. For, 

Sccaudly, What denefit can you 
reap or expect from acquaintance 
With any man in the world, which is 
not infinitely more to be had in 
God, and that in all abundance? do 
you look that your friend and ac- 
quaintance ſhould counſel you in 

your 
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your ſtreights, prote& you in dan- 
vers, defend you again{t enemies, 
pitty you 1n your afflictions, ſupply 
ous wants, comfort you 1n your 
eavineſs, deliver you in all your 
troubles ? who ſo able, ſo willing to 

do all this, as God for thoſe that are 

his friends and acquaintance ? And 
ſuch an one thon mayeſt þe if thou 

L 35* walt,&haſt indeed a mind to it-For, 
ngie- Thirdly, God is of open andealie 


aAzamur X 2 2 , . 
aulas, oþ- ACCC!S. * It is not his being an in- 
ſecro, &- obſtupeſcemus tantum argenti & aurt effunas 
ad propitias Pi incipum aures impetrandas. Quandoque 
nen bebdomades ſolam, ſed menſes, ſed &> annos totos 
expeftandum eft, dum Principis conclave & aures pd- 
teant orationem atturo, 4d Deum immenſe Nared 

tis Dominums omni hora, momentis onnibus patet adi- 
rus. Rex call nunquan non provities & vacivas babet 
aures. Importunitatis bic nemo inſimulatnr, Gratior 
eſt, qui frequentior, &* importun'o'. Adeſte terre ver- 
micult, prorepite ſcarabeoli, accurrito homuncul; mi- 
ſelli, liberrimum vobis eft cum cond:tore veſivo collo- 
quium, Nec eſt, quod vel cauſe veftre vel facundie 
quidquam diffidatis : qud fmplicigs perorabitis, hoc 
meligs : modd nonfrigeat, aut exerres oratio velira : 
modg eum, quem rogatis, ex aculis non veſtrd ſponte 
amittatis. Cafſliodorus id afſerens : Ad penetralia ju- 
dicis, ait, precator admttitur, & nullus inde re ſpuiturs 
n:ſ; qui tepidns invenitur, Drexcl, Kher. Cxl. lib, 1. 
Cap. 13+ viſible 
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viſible Majeſty, nor his dwelling 
in light inacceſſivle, that can render 
our acquaintance and converſe with 
him either 1mpoſſible or difficult. 
Not his being inviſible, for the 
ſouls of men are inviſible, and yet 
the converſe that men have one with 
another, is betweeen their ſouls ra- 
ther than their bodies; it 1s the 
ſoul that diſcourſeth, reaſons, un- 
derſtands, wills, loves; and if we 
can converſe and groiy into ac- 
quaintance with a foul, whoſe eſ- 
ſence or ſhape we never ſai, why 
may we not converſe with an unſeen 
God too ? 

Nor doth it hinder our converſe 
and acquaintance with God, that he 
inhavir<th eternity,that he dwelleth 
in tn! :igh and holy place 3 for 
tforgn he be infinitely ahove us, 
yet he condeſcends to communicate 
himſelf to us, according to our 
capacities. He dwelleth on high, and 


ger he humbleth himſelf to behold the pfa1, 112. 


6I 


things that are done in earth, \as well as 5, 6, 


in heaven, to converſe with men as 
well 
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well a5 Angels. As the $un in hed- 
ven 18 far above us, and yet doth not 
diſdain to inlighten, and warm, and 
quicken the pooreſt worm that 
crawis upon the earth, as well as 
the Eagle that ſoars aloft above the 
clouds. and can gaze the Sun in the 
face. L2t not therefore any poor 
tou] be diſcouraged, and think or 
lay, It 15 not for ſuch a worm, for 
Inch a nothing as I am to aſpire fo 
acquaintance and converſe with 
God. No, no, Men may »e too 
l1gh for thee to reach, and too 
great for thee to graſp and compals 
acquaintance with, but the great 
God will ftoop to entertain aC- 
quaintance with thee, if thou wilt 
acquaint thy ſelf with him. 

He diſdaineth not the acquaint- 
ance of the /eaſt of men, nor of the 
greateſt of ſinners. Such was the 
condeſcenſion of the divine nature, 
that it diſdained not the near ac- 
quaintance with the humane nature : 
to take it into perſonal union with 


himſelf; and ſach was the condg- 


ſcenhon 


-_- 
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ſcenſion of God in our nature, that 
when he was upon earth he diſdain- 
| ed not the acquaintance of thoſe 

. - who upon common: account were 


the vileſt of men, even Publicans 


and finners. And ſuch 1s {h!l the Mar. 9.11, 
gracious condcſcenfion of God in 


Chriſt, that h2 diſdaineth not the 
acquaintance of the meaneſt Perſqs 
or vileſt ſinners that ſeek acquaint- 
ance of him. Nay, 

Secondly, He offers and tenders this 
acquaintance to them z and this 1s 
not uſual for great perſons to do 
to their Inferioursz he intreateth 
and beſeecheth poor . finners that 
they would be reconciled to him, 
and acquainted with him. And 
this he doth. 

Thirdly, Oat of his meer grace 
and faygur only, for their good 
and benefit, not for any gain or ad- 
vantage to himſelf. Can a man be 


profitable to God ? ſaith Eliphaz, No, Job 22.2. 


God cannot be a gainer by our ac- 
quaintance : that he offers it, ſeeks 
it, is for our good and benefit, that 

\Ve 


64 * Thebeſs Acquaintance. 


TS 


2, 


we may be made happy and blefled 
by it. O then, let not this grace of 
God be in yain to us, but accept 
we this gracious offer of God, ac- 
quainting our ſelves with bim, 


a —_—_——— 
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CHAP. VI. 


Particularly ex horting theſe that 


never yet had arquaiatance | 


with God, now to labour for it, 


With Dire(ions for the at 


taining of it, 


Ow here are three ſorts that | 


I would apply my ſelf unto. 
Firſt. Thoſe that never yet were 
acquainted with God. My Exhor- 

tatiou to them ſhall be, that the 
wenld 799 acquaint themſelves har 


God, nw preſently , without any}: 
fu.the: delay. , 
Secondly. To thoſe that have aC- 


quainted themſelyes with Gods that 
| they | 


_ 


- =. Bus . _ 
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they would labour to keep and 
maintain their acquaintance with 
him inviolate and uninterrupted. 

Thirdly. To thoſe whoſe ac- 
quaintance with God is intermitteds 
and they have in a manner loſt it, 
that they would labour to renew 
It. 

Firſt. Such as never yet had any 
acquaintance with God. O labour 
Noiy to get into acquaintance with 
him. Acquaint thy ſelf now with 


| him, »ow preſently, immediately , 


without any further delay. O con- 
fider how long you have lived ſtran- 


- gers to God already, enemies to 
, Godalready. Is it not enough that 
you have lived tienty, thirty, forty, 


fifty years already, without any in- 
timacy or acquaintance ith Gad ? 
O if you love God, if you love 
your own ſouls, live not a day lon- 
ers live not an hour longer in that 

ange condition. The time paſt of 
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our life may ſuffice us to have livedin x Pet 43+ 


laſciviouſneſs , luſt, _ of nine, 
&c, ſaith the Apoſtle Peter. And 
E 2 is 


z Cor.6. 


Heb.3,7. 


Hueſt. 


Anſw. 
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it # high time to anake out of ſleep, 
ſaith the Apoſtle Pasl. So ſay I, 
the time palt may ſufhce us to have 
lived without God in the world,and 
it 15now high time for every one of 
us to begin to acquaint our ſelves 
with him. 

Acquaint therefore now thy ſelf 
with bim, Non, now, while God 1s 
pleaſed to offer ard tender this aC- 
quaintance. Now is the day of graces 
now ts the accepted time. Now, while 
the golden ſcepter is held forth, 
while the Goſpel is preached unto 
you. To day if you will hear bis wiice, 
harden not your hearts. If God ſpeak to 
your hearts, and beſpeak your ac- 
quaintance with him, ſee that ye re- 
faſe not him that ſpeaketh,but acquaint 
thy ſelf now with him. 

If any ſay, But how ſhall we do 
to get this acquaintance with 
God? 

I anſiver, O that there were ſuch 
a heart in you! O that every cne 
into whoſe hands the providence 
of God ſhall bring this poor T rea- 
tile, 


we td 
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tile, were come thug far to ſeek 
afcer God, a3 ſeriouily to enquire 
how they might be acquainted with 
God! you that are ſo, take theſe 
dire&tions. 

Firſt. Labour to be fully con- 
vinced of an abſolute necetfity of 
acquainting your ſelves with God, 
Look upon it as your. great duty 
look upon it as that upon which not 
only the comfort of your lives, but 
th2 eternal ſalvation of your ſouls 
doth depend. There are three times 
eſpecially wherein this acquaint- 
ance with God will be found of 
great and abſfolnte neceſlity. 

Firſt. Tna time of common, ca- 
lamity. Such atime as our Saviour 
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ſperxs of. When there ſhall be diſtreſs Luke 21. 


of N tions upn the earth, with per *5 26. 


plexitv, mens hearts failing them for 
fear, and for !orking after thoſe things 
that are coming upon the earth ; (and 
how near ſich times may be to us, 
and ho'y faſt they may be haſtening 
upon us, yhocan tell?) O then hap- 
py are thoſe that have acquaintance 

E n with 
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with God, they have a friend, an | 


acquaintance that will not fail them, 
when their own hearts are ready to 
fail them, and would undoubtedly 


fail them, were it not for their ac- | 
quaintance with God. Whereas | 


they that have not acquainted them- 


ſelves with God, will find God | 


himſelf a terrour to them in the day 
of their calamity, God will deal 
with them as he threatens. I will 


Jec.18-17. ſhew them the back, and not the face, in 


2, 


the day of their calamity. 

Secondly. In the day of death, 
then acquaintance with God will be 
found abſolutely neceſſary. There 
isno man, but when he comes to 
lyea dying, would be glad to have 
God his friend, and to receive his 
ſoul into his preſence and favour. 
Into thy hands Lird 1 commend my 


ſpirit 5 Lord Jeſus receive my ſoul, is 


the prayer, or at leaſt the wiſh. of 
every dying man and woman, that 
doth not dye like Nabal, ſtupid and 
ſenſeleſs asa ſtock or ſtone. But do 
you think that God will do this for 

every 
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every one at the firſt asking > ſurely 
no. They that never regarded to ac- 
quaint themſ:[ves with God in the 
time of their life, God will not ſo 
eaſily on them at the hour of their 
death 3 but they that have acquaint- 
ed themſelves with God in the time 
of their life, thzy may with auch 
comfort and afſurance commend 
their ſouls into the hand of God, 
when they are at the point of death. 
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And ay ſay with Paul, 1 know whom 2 Tin.1; 
T have believed, and that he. ts able to x2, 


keep that good thing that I have come 
mitted unto him againſt that day. Tt 
was a noble ſpeech of good Dr. Pre- 
ſtow when he lay a dying, and full of 
Chriſtian confidence and comfort. 
T ſhall change my place,but not my com< 
pany. The meaning was, that he hd 
ſo acquainted himſelf witn God 
here upon earth, and had ſo much 
converſed with him, that nov that 
he was to dye, his company ſhoukt 
{till be the ſame after death, that it 
was in life. How far arethey from 
being able to ſpeak this at their 

E 4 death, 
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death, that have had-no care to ac- 
quaint themſelves with God, and to 
converſe with him in the courſe of 
their life > 

Thirdly. Tn the day of Judgment 


it will then be neceſſary that yo1 | 


ſhould have acquaintance with God. 
Can you your ſelves imagine but 
that God, who is the righteous Fudge 
of all the world, will in that great day 
look, and judge, and pronounce, far 
otherwiſe upon thoſe that have been 
here acquainted with him, thanup- 


-on thoſe that have lived and dyed 


ſtrangers and enemies to him? To 
© the one he 1will ſay,Come ye bleſ- 
*ſed, ye have known me, and I 
© have known you 3 you have loved 
©me,and I have loved you;you have 
© viſited me, and TI have vihted you, 
* and you have thankfully and glad- 
«ly entertained thoſe viſits, you 


© have been of my old acquaint- | 
© ance, many a prayer have I re- | 


* ceived from you, and _ a tear 
& have you dropt into my bottle z 


** come therefore, come ye blefled, 
inherit : 


_" oh — as 
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© ;nherit the Kingdom prepared for 
* you from the beginning of the 
* world. But to the other he will 
© ſay, go ye curſed, ye have not 
& known me, ye have not loved me, 
<< ye have not regarded to acquaint 
© your ſelves with me, ye have ſet 
Ef at nought all my counſels, and would 
© none of my reproofs ; ye have ſaid 
© unto me, depart from us, we deſire 
© net the knowledge of thy wayer. 
Therefore now I fay unto you, de- 
part from me into everloſting fire, pre- 


pared for the devil and his angels. O 


dreadful ſentence, dreadful to hear, 
intolerable to bear,which yet ye can 
no wayes avoid, but by acquainting 
your ſelves with God. You mult of 
neceflity acquaint your ſelves with 
God, or dye miſerably, and periſh 
eternally. O preſs theſe atid the like 
confiderations upon your ſelves, till 
you be throughly and effectually 
convinced of an abſolute necefiity 
of acquainting your ſeives with 
God. T hen, 

Secondly. Labour tobe nous 
an 


7x 


26 


Deur. 32." 
6, 
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and deeply humbled, that you have 
lived ſo long as you have done, and 
lived unacquainted with God. -Let 


me plead withyou asMoſes doth with |, 
Iſrael; Do ye thas requite the Lord, | 


O foolijh peoples and unxiſe? # not he 
thy father that hath bought thee? hath 
he not made thee, and fabliſhed thee ? 


*©Isnot he that God that hath given 


© thee life and being, that hath pre- 
© ſerved thee, upheld thee, main- 


 Etained thee, fed thee, clothed 


© thee? is not he the God in whoſe 
* hands thy breath, and all thy ways 
* are? upon whoſe pleaſure and 
<« favour thou dependeſt for all thy 
©<oreſent and eternal good, who 1s 
< able to kill or cayſe to live, to 
«{zve or to deſtroy, to make blel- 
<© {\ed, or to make Miſerable, to all 
© eternith ? And haſt thou lived 


© twenty, thirty, or forty years be- 


&« fore this God, yea, upon this God,and 
& 111 this waile never acquainted 
«thy ſelf at all with him 2 O what 
<« 1nthankfulneſs, what difingenuity, 
© what folly, what a 1s 
this? 


: 
: 
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&* this? If thou hadſt fed a horſe or 
a dog but tne tenth part of that time 
that God hath fed thee, he would 
haye taken more knowledge and ac- 
quaintance of thee than thou didft 
ever do of God. 
Yea, thou haſt not only not ac- 
uainted thy ſelf with God, but 
wo hatt not cared,thou haſt not re- 
arded to acquaint thy ſelf with him, 
but haſt lived ina continual mind- 
leſsneſ; and regardleſsneſs of God, 


Of the rock, that begat thee, thox art Deur.z2s 
unmindful, and haſt forgutten the God 18. 


that formed thee. 

Yea, thou haſt not only negle&- 
ed acquaintance with God, but thou 
haſt deſpiſed it,undervalued it, pre- 
fzrred converſe with the world, and 
with thy luſts above converſe and 
acquaintance with God, as if a man 
ſhould prefer the company and con- 
ſortihip of beggars and thieves, and 
whores, and ſuch like lewd perſons, 
before the fayour, familiarity, and 
acquaintance of his Sovereign 
Kivg ; \uch an affcont halt thou put 
upon 


T4 


Ia. 59.2, 


Ia, I,16s 
17. 
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upon the great God of heaven and 
earth. O lt the thoughts of this 
afflict and humble thee in time, or 
elſe knoiy that hereafter it will tor- 
ment thee to all eternity, and make 
thee tear thy fleſh, and gnaw thy 
tonguezand curſe thy ſelf for rage & 
andignation at this thy preſent folly. 

Thirdly. When you have thus 
convinced your ſelves of a necellity 
of getting acquaintance with God, 
and humbled your ſelves for living 
ſo long without acquaintance ith 
God, Then in the third place, be 
careful to remove thoſe things 
which may be bars in your way, and 
may o»ſtract and hinder your ac- 
quaintance with God. Now what 
is that? why fin, and only fin. Sin 
isthe al of ſepar:tion detveen God 
and us, that keeps God and us from 
meeting together, and from ac- 
quainting' one with another. Year 


fins have ſeparated between God and you, 


and have hid his face from you. There- 
fore ſaith God, Waſh Ju, mike you 
clean, put away the- evil of your doings 

from 
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from be{ore raine eyes x ceaſe to do evil, 
learn todo weil, (ome now and let us 
reaſon together. As if God had ſaid, 
Ay, now you have repented, and 
made your ſelves clean from fin, 
now you are fit for God to treat 
withal, before you vere not fir to 
come near him, nor approach his 
preſence. A rebel that would bz 
admitted into his Princes favour 
and acquaintance, muſt firſt thro:v 
don his weapons of rebellion : ſo 
muſt they that would have any ac- 
quaintance with God, they mult 
put away fin, all fin. 

Sin 1s the only thing tnat God 
hates, and is an enemy againſt, for 
its on ſake ; they therefore that 
would have any acquaintance with 
God, muſt renounce all acquaint- 
ance and familiarity with fin. If / 


75 


regard iniquity in my hexrt : God ill Plal.66, 


not hear my pr aJere Let 2 man pray 18, 
never {o often; and never ſo carn- 


eſtly, and beg acquaintance with 
God never ſo much, yet if he re- 
eard iniquity in his heart, God wall 

not 
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ſhould caſt away you from his pre- 


not regard him, nor his prayers. 
We mult therefore reſolve to break 
off all our leagues with fin, to give 
a bill of divorce to every luſt, to 


renounce for ever all acquaintance 


with fn, or elſe to renounce all ac= 
naintance withGod.Now which of 
theſe tivo ryould you rather do ? 
Foarthly, When you have thus 
convinced your ſelves of a neceſſit 
of acquainting your ſelves wit 


God, and have humbled your ſelves | 


for living ſo long without acquaint- 
ance with God, and have not only 
reſolved, but have aRually renoun- 
ced every evil way : you muſt not 
now think, that for your humilia- 
tion, or for your repentance, or 
for your forſaking of your ſins God 


ry — —_— pp 


> 


his friends, or to admit you into 
his acquaintance. No, theſe things 
you muſt do, or elſe never look 
for acquaintance with God : and 
when you have done all this, you 
muſt acknowledge, that if God 


1s obliged or bound to take you for ] 


ſence, 
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ſence,& refuſe to knowyour ſouls, it 
were but juſt and righteous. And if 
God doth ever admit ycu into his 
familiarity, it 1s of his meer con- 
deſcenſionand grace, and therefore, 
In the foarth place, you muſt make 
uſe 'of a Mediatoxr to bring you into 


' acquaintance with God. T his courſe 


men take, who defire to get the fa- 
vour and "acquaintance of their 
Prince, or Sovereign, being them- 
ſelves {trangers, much more if they 


' have been enemies to him, they 


make uſe of ſome ſpecial favourite 
to make way for them, to procure 
acceſs intg.his preſence, and to in- 
gratiate them with him, that ſo they 
may get acquaintance. Noy, ſuch 
is the condition of all of us by na- 
nature in reſpect of God : we are 
10t only ſtrangers to him, but ene- 


nies, Alienated, and enemies in our Coloſ.x. 
tinds by wicked werks. And being 21- 


ach, our only way to get acquaint=- 
nce with God,” is to make uſe of a 
Aediatour 3. What Mediatour ? Pex 
er or Paul, or the Virein Mary, or 
any 
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any other of the Saints in glory, as 
the Papiſts do ? Alas, Abraham 
knows us nit, aud Tſrael is ignorant of 
#1. If they were not, yet they are 
not high enough in the favour of 
God to preyail for us. No, no, as 
there is but one God, ſo there is but ont 
zTim.2.5- Mediatour betnixt God and Man, the 
man Chriſt Teſs. He is the great fa- 
vourite of heaven, who alone can 
bring ns into acquaintance with 
God. O therefore make uſe of 
him. , | 
- If you ask, What is the uſe you 
Df, Mould make of Chriſf the Media- 
tour, and how you ſhould make uſe 
of him ? 

To the firſt of theſe, I anſver. 
The uſe you are to make of Chriſt 
the Mediatour,in order to the #ain- 
ing of acquaintance with God,con- 
kts in theſe particulars. 

Firſt. You are to make uſe of 
Chriſt the Mediatour for your re- 
conciliation and peace With God. 
Peace mult be before acquaintance 
Cal 
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Ifa 63.16. 


Arfw. 1. 


| 
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can be. And be mnſt be your peace, 
Eph. 2. 14+ 

Secondly. You muſt make uſe of 

riſt for bringing of you into Gods 
preſence. As Joſeph being the fa- 
yourite of the Conrt of Epypr, 
brought Facob and his Sons into the 
preſence of the King. /t xs Chriſt in 
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whom we have boldneſs and acceſs with Eph.3-13 


confidence. The Original ngoo&ywynv 
is very ſignificant. Never come in- 
to Gods preſence, but get {rift to 
take thee by the hand. 

Thirdly. You muſt make uſe of 
Chrift to procure you acceptance 
with God. For as the Apoſtle ſaith, 


3 


He hath made us accepted in the be- Eph.1.6- 


loved. | 

Fourthly. Make uſe of Chriſt for 
the giving of you the true,& ſaving, 
and ſpiritual, and effectual knoy- 
ledge of Ged, without which you 
can never have true acquaintance 
with him. No man knoweth the Fae 


Son will reveal him. 
Fifthly. You mult make uſe of 
F Chriſt 


4» 


. ther, but the Sym, and he to whom the Mat. 11, 


3. 
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Chriſt for the procuring and ſend- 
ing doin of that holySpirit,withouc 
which we can never have any true 
converſe or familiarity with Ged. 
Our converſe with God lyes partly 
in our viſiting God in prayer, that 
we cannot do without his holy Spi- 
rit, which is a ſpirit of prayer, and 
partly it lyes in Gods. viſiting us, 
which he doth not but by the breath- 
ings, and m0tions, and excitations, and 
inlargements, and conſolations of his 


bleſſed Spirit. 


Sixthly. We muſt make uſe of 
Chrift, as to bring us into the favour 
of God, ſo to keep and preſerve us 
in the fayour and acquaintance of 
God. 

If you ask, How you ſhould 
make uſe of Chriſt in theſe parti- 
culars? 

I anſver. Only by Faith, by be- 
lieving in him, and truſting to him 
as the Son of God, the Mediatour, 
the Advocate of ſinners, to do all this 
for Us. - 

This therefore do when the guilt 

0 
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of your fins looks you i the face, 

commit your ſelf :and cauſe unto 

Chriſt, relye upon him to anſiver 

for you. When the doors of mercy, 

and of acceſs to God, ſeem to be 

ſhut againſt you, flye ro bim that 

bears the keys, and canat. any time 

open to you, and let you into Gods 

preſence. Deſire him: to wndertake 

for you, to anſwer for. you to God, 

to your own conſciences, toSatans 

accuſations, and rely boldly and 

confidently upon him, to do it for 

you. By him alone you may bold! 

and comfortably converfe wit 

God, but withoat him, no drawing 

near, for 6#r God i 4 conſuming Heb. 12, 

Ire. ls 29. 
Fifthly. When you have thus 

convinced your ſelves of a neceſfity 

of acquaintance with God, when 

you have humbled your ſelves for 

living ſo Iong as you have done 

without it, When you have removed 

obſtructions , when you have en- 

goged the _— Then in the 

ntth place our duty. Ne tibs 

PLACe, 4\Ff Þ 2 ty def, 
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deſis, do all that may poſſibly be done 
for the bringing of you into ac- 
quaintance with God. As namely, 

Firſt, Viſit God often with your 
prayers. 

Secondly. Frequent Gods houſe, 
the publique aflemblies of theSaints, 
where God dwells, where Chriſt 
walks in the mid{t of the golden 
candleſticks. 

Thirdly. Practiſe. the duty of 
ſetting the Lord always before you, 
and ſetting your ſelves often inGods 
preſence. 7. : 

Fourthly. Afociate thy ſelf with 
the Saints, thoſe that are the friends 
and acquaintance God hath npon 
earth, thitijs a ready way to bring 
thee into the notice and acquaint- 
ance of God : as Ruths gleaning a- 
mong Boaz his ſervants; was the firſt 
way of bringing her into Boaz his 
knowledge, and acquaintance, and 
of all the preferments that follow- 
ed to her therenpon. | 

Fifthly. Beg for , and wait for 
2 vifie from God by his Spirit, and 

be 
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be importunate, be impudent here, 
take no denial, be not ſatisfied in 
one, or infeiv, but beg ſtill more 
and more ;. ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 
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Remember me, O Lord, with the favonr Pfatm 
thoa beareſt unt) thy peip/e':. O. viſie me jQgg. 4. 


with thy ſalvation. 

Sixthly, and Laſtly. Study com- 
pliance with God, and give thy ſelf 
to a punctual and exaQt obſervation 
of his will in all things. And theſe 
are the wayes of getting intimacy 
and acquaintance with God. 


CHAP. VII. 


Exhorting thoſe that have 4c- 
quaintance with God, to keep 
ayd maintain it, 


KY next work is to exhort 
thoſe that have acquaintance 

with God, that they would be very 
careful to keep and maintain that 
acquaintance that they haye with 
F 3 God. 
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God. And to move to this, I hope 
T ſhall need do no more than tell 
you, that it is a very poſſible thing for 
you to loſe that acquaintance and 
familiarity which you have with 
God. Though it is true, Once the 
Lords, and ever the Lords ; and, whom 
God lives once, he loves alwayes ; and 
it is not poſſible for any that have e- 


' ver been reconciled unto God, and 


brought into his favour by Jeſus 
Chriſt, totally and finally to fall out 
of his favour again; yet it 1s poſſt- 
ble for you to loſe that ſweet inti- 
macy, and famitiarity, and inter- 
courſe, and acquaintance that you 
had 'vith God, which was both the 
fruit and evidence of the love of 
God, and of your being in favour 
with him, it 1s poſſible for you to 
loſe your acquaimtance with God, ſo 
far as that you may look upon God 
as a ſtranger, and- God may look 
npon you as a ſtranger, as one whom 
he takes no notice of, of whom he 
hath no acquaintance with 5 you 
may loek upon God as an enemy, 

and 


The bet Acquaintance. 


ind God may look upon you as an 
enemy, ſo far may you ſoſe your ac- 
quaintance jith God. This I muſt 
tel you, | 
And whenT have told you this, ? 
need tell you no more 3 for you that 
have indeed had this acquaintance 
with God, have I know found ſo 
much ſweetneſs in it,and do ſo prize 
and value it; that if you were put to 
your choice, whether you would 
art with the acquaintance of the 
eareſt friend you had, Father, or 
Mother, or Brother, or Siſter, or 
Husband, or Wife , or part with 
your acquaintance with God z nay 
whether you would part with all 
you are worth, nay, with your very 
lives, or part, with your acquaint- 
ance with God ; T know you would 
part with all, rather than part with 
that. I look therefore, that upon 
the very hearing that there is but 
ſo wack as a pollihility for you to 
loſe it,you ſhould preſently ask me, 
What you ſhould do to retain it? 


I anſiver. 
F 4 Firſt. 
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Firſt. Maintain in your hearts 
this high eſteem of your intimacy 
and acquaintance with God, prize 
it above any other of your enjoy- 
ments whatſoever. Seemeth it « ſmall 
matter in your eyes to be the Son-in-law 
of a King? faith David to Saul; ſer- 
vants : ſo fay to thine owvnſoul, Is 
it a ſmall matter to haye acquaint- 
ance with God, to be the friend, the 
favourite of God, to have familiar 
acceſs to,and intercourſe with God? 
O prize it, and let God know thou 
dolt prize it as thou would{t prize 
heaven it ſelf. 

Secondly. Maintainnot a diſcon- 
raging and diſtruſtfnl, but a vigi- 
lant and wakeful fear, of lohng this 
pretious injoyment. Optimns the- 
ſanri caſtos timor eſt. Fear is the beſt 
keeper and preſerver of things that 
are dear ms pret1ous, many a jewel 
1s loſt through careleſsneſs and 
rechleſsneſs that might have been 
kept with fear and watchfulneſs. 

Thirdly. Take heed of all ſuch 


thirgs as may anſoder and diſſolve the 


ac- 
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2cquaintance that is betveen God 
and you. As for inſtance. 

Firſt. Take heed of falling into 
groſs and preſumptuous fns z for do 
you not know in your ſouls,that eve- 


ry groſs fin willingly committed, 


doth vex and grieye God ? and do 
you not know, that if you vex an1 
orieve God, he will be ſo far from 
continuing his friendſhip and ac- 
quaintance with you, that he will be 
turned to be your enemy? If I 
know that the doing of ſuch or ſuch 
a thing will vex a man that 1s my 
friend, and yet I will do it, vexed 
let him be, I will do it; this plainly 
ſhews I little value the mans friend- 
ſhip, and when he knows it, he will 
value mine as little, and ſo friend- 
ſhip and acquaintance will be inter- 
rupted-and broken oft between us : 
thou knowelt as well as I can tell 
thee, that there isno fin but it vex- 
eth God, and there is nothing that 
vexeth God but fin, and yet wilt 
thon Gn? walt thou fin, though thou 
knojvelt fin is the only taing that 

yexeth 
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vexeth God, yet wilt thou fin? this 
is an argument thou valueſt friend- 
ſhip ad acquaintance with God at 
a low rate. And if thou thus finand 
vex God, and light his acquaint- 
ance, I tell thee, God will ſhake 
thee oft from all acquaintance with 
him, and become thine enemy; nays 
himſelf tells thee ſo. But they rebelled 

Ua,63.10 and vered his holy Spirit, therefore be 
was turned to be their enemy. Take 
heed therefore of vexing God by 
willing and known fin. 

2. Secondly. Take heed of being 
too familiar, and holding too much 
correſpondency and intimacy with | 
wicked and ungodly men that are 
Gods enemies; we our ſelves will 
not take him for our friend, that is 
inivard and intire with our profeſ- 
ſed Adverſaries. Zabud was Solt- 

t King, 14 22% friend : Solomon had three ſpe- 
cial and known enemies. Hadad, Re- 
zon, and Feroboam. Now if Z «bud 
meant to hold in with Solomon, it 
had been no wiſdom inthe world 
for him to fall into Ws ig" 

wit 
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with any of theſe three perſons, it 
had been enough to caſt him out of 
the favour of Soloman for ever : ſo 
here, if we fall into intimacy and 
acquaintance ith Gods open pro- 
fefled, branded enemies, what can 
we look for but that God ſhould ca- 
ſhiere us his acquaintance, and ſay 


3g 


to us as he did to Fehoſhapbatz, © 
Shouldft thos help the ungodly, and my —_—_ 


love them that hate the Lord ? therefore 
is mrath come upon thee from the Lord. 

Thirdly, Take heed of dealing 
treacherouſly with God. That is it 
the Lord chargeth the people with- 
al, by the Prophet Feremiab z Surely, 


as 4 wife treacherouſly departeth from 


her huband : or as the Original hath Jer-3-2®- 


it, from her friend : ſo have you dealt 
treacheroufly nith m:,O houſe if Iſrael, 
ſaith the Lord. A Wife may have 
her failings, upon which the Hus- 
band poſſibly may frown and chide, 
and give her round language, but 
for all that he will be friends with 
her ill, and continue in habitation 
with her ſtill; but if once he come to 


per- 


v 


go 
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erceiv2 that ſhe deals treacherouſ- 
y with him, that ſhe imbraceth the 
boſom of a {tranger, that ſhe loves 
another man better than ſhe loves 
him; this quite breaks in - ſunder 
the knot of conjugal love and ſocie- 
ty betiveen them; this 1s an nnpar= 
donavle fin, and an iniquity to be pu- 
niſbed by the Tadge , as Fob ſpeaks: 
So it is here, the. friends and aC- 
quaintance of God may have their 
failings and miſcarriages,for which 
God may frown upon them, chide 
and rebuke them , but yet retain 
tnemin his favour (Ull : Gat if once 
he perceive that they deal treache- 
roully with him, if once they come 
to prefer any thing in their love be- 
fore himſelf, and his acquaintance, 
this will be a breach indeed between 
God and tiem. O thetefore, as 
you prize acquaintance with God, 
take heed of the inordinate love of 
the world, and the things of the 
world. Remember what the Apo- 
[tle James ſaith, Ye adulterers, and 
adultereſſei, nz ye not that the friend- 


ſhi 
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ſhip of. the world is exmity with God d 
Whoſoever therefore will be 4 friend of 
the worid, is the enemy of Got, Take 
heed therefore of the world. 
Foartbly. Take heed of too much 
abſence fram God, and diſcontinu- 
ance of acquaintance, converſe, and 
familiarity with him. 'Some things 
there are that do difſecare amicitian, 
chop in ſander friendſhip and- ac- 
quaintance,as 1t were;at one ſtroke, 
and ſome things do diffnere amiciti- 
am, unrip and unfeiy. it, and looſen 
it by little and little 3 great un. 
kindneſſes, wrongs, and injuries, 
theſe cut the band; of love and 
friendſhip in ſunder ; but long ab- 
ſence of friends one from another, 
and diſcontinuance of converſe and 
familiarity, and letting fall the per- 
formance of friendly offices, viſits, 
colloquies,and the like; theſe looſen 
f:zendſhip by degrees, and cauſe it 
to languiſh and dye. Hence thz 
Proverb of amicitia Academica,Un- 
verfity-friendihip, that holds only 
for a time. Scholars while they live 
Wy to- 
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together in . the ſame Univerſity, 


'often meeting, . and watking, and 


talking together, they grow into 
great familiarity and acquaintance 
one \vith another z bur.afterwards 
being parted, and living at diſtance 
one trom another, their friendſhip 
and acquaintance dyes, and is ex- 
tinct : ſo itis here, abſence from 
God, diſufe and diſcontinuance of 
communion with him., not fre- 
quenting Gods company, not often 
reforting to him, and ſpeaking to 
him, wall not only Iooſen, but loſe 
onr acquaintance \ith him. 

If therefore we would maintain 
our acquaintance with God,we muſt 


, Often and daily viſit him, frequent 


his houſe and Ordinances, be fre- 
quent in reading, hearing, praying; 
converſe with him by holy medita- 
tions, and ſoliloquies, invite him 
home to us, importune him to vi- 
fit our hearts with his Spirit : as we 
do by our other friends, we often 
viſit them, and invite them to viſit 
us, aſluring them that our _ 
an 
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and any thing that ie have, is at 
their ſervice : thus muſt ie deal 
with God, and this is the way to 
maintain communion aad acquaint- 
ance with him. 
 Fifthly. Take heed of enter- 
taining jealoutes and ſuſpitions of 
God, and of his love unto thee, or 
taking things unkindly at Gods 
hand. Many a man by taking up a 
groundleſs conceit that his friend 
1s alienated from him, gives his 
friend juſt cauſe of alienation, and 
ſo loſeth his friend : I am ſure we 
often deal ſo with God ; and I am 
perſwaded there is ſcarce any one 
thing whereby the true friends of 
God do more grieve him, and hin- 
der their free and comfortable ac- 
quaintance with him, than by think- 
ing that God, T&gofuveTo, 1s eafily 
provoked,ſo ealily,that for involun- 
tary — and infirmities, ſuch as 
are wandring thoughts, : deadneſs 
of heart in prayer, and the like, 
which God knows they cannot help 
if their lives lay upon it, and God 
/ knows 
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knows they are as bitter to them as 
death it ſelf) and yet they do think, 
that for theſe God will fall quite 
out with them, and tantam non, alt 
them down to hell; and by theſe 
hard thoughts they grieve God, 
they break the law of frienaſhip, 
tney diſcourage and diſheacten 
themſelves from converſe with God, 
and ſo their hearts are alienated and 
eſtranged from God, and then they 
(meaſuring God by themſelves, as 
if he were like one of us) think 
God is eſtranged from them, and 
fallen out with them, when indeed 
it 1s, they are fallen out with him. 
Therefore take heed of theſe 
thoughts of God. 

6. Sixthly. Take heed that Satan do 
not ſet in his foot between God and 
you 3 take heed you give no ear to 
rvhat he will tell you concerning 
God, and the purpoſes and diſpen- 
{ations of God towards you. You 
know what the holy Ghoſt faith, 
A mhiſperer ſeparateth chief friends, 

Pro.16-3b. hore are no two friends in the 
world 
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world ſo great, but-if either of 
chem liſten and give. way to whiſ- 
perers,, or detractors, that ſegk: to 
iet ſtrife and --variance between 
thzm, and bclieve eyery tale that 
they tell, bands of friendſhip witl 
quickly be looſed, and.they will be 
28 great enemies as ever they-were 
triendsz We knoiv that Satans great 
delign 15 to ſet ſtrife betwezn God 
and Man z be began this game. in 
paradiſe, God and Man were per- 
tect friends,” till the Devil comes 
like a whiſperer and flanders God, 
and tells Eve that it was out of meer 
envy and ill vill that God had for- 
bidden hzr and her husband to eat 
of the tree of knowledge of good 
andev1l, and ſh believing this {lan- 
der did cat, and ſo the leagie of 
friendſhip was broken between God 
and her : ſo deals the Devil (till, 
not 'ind:ed with -thoſe whom he 
knows 40 be Gods enemies, he doth 
not troudle thet: heads much with 
the thoug hts of God, but fills their 
heads with the thoughts of other 

a mat- 
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matters z but where he knows, or 
but ſuſpeRs any to be the friends of 
God, or perceives them but to be 


ſeeking after reconciliation and ac- 


naintance with God, Q the ſtrange 
Seughn of God that he buzzeth in- 
to their minds 1 ſometimes he tells 
them that God hates them worſe 
than he hates a dog or a toad : that 
it i51N vain for them to pray, or re- 
pent, or to do any thing, God hath 
rejeted them, they are reprobate 
from all eternity 3 if God afflit 
them, he tells them, that now they 
may ſee and feel, if they will, that 
God is angry with them, and hates 
them, and theſe--afflitions are but 
the fore-runners'and beginnings of 
hell, and what they feel here 1s no- 
thing -to. what they ſhall feel here- 
after : if God ſpare them from affli- 
£tion, he tells them, God doth this 
but to fat them againſt the day of 
Naughter , 'and that they may the 
ſooner fill up the meaſure of their 


fin, and be ripe for hell. And thus | 


Satanflanders God in all his wayes; 
a 
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and that not to the wicked,and thoſe 
that are Gods enemies, but to thoſe 
that are his friends 3 and the be- 
lieving of thoſe lyes and {landers of 
Satan againſt Gud, proves many 
times, the very bane and break- 
neck, asI may lo ſay, of acquaint- 
ance with God. Therefore take 
heed of giving credit to the Devil 
and his ſuggeſtions, and whatever 
Satan tells you of God, believe it 
not, but believe the contrary to be 
true,becauſe that which Satan ſpeaks 
of God cannot but be falſe. Thus 
I have ſheivn you what the things 
are we muft take hzed of, if we 
would maintain our acquaintance 
with God. Which is the third di- 
rection. 

Fourthly. If thon wouldſt main- 
tain thy acquaintance with God, 
look that thy heart be ſincere and 
upright with him. No man would 
entertain into his boſom, as his en- 
tire friend, one that he knoivs doth 


| bat flatter and diſſemble with him, 


and in his heart doth not love him. 
G 3 You 
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You know what Febs ſaid to Fond- 
dab, Is thine heart right as my beart 
& with thy heart? And when he ſaid, 
It is, then he bid him give him his 
hand, and he tcoh him up to him into 
the charriot. God need not ask any 
ef us that queſtion, [s thine heart 
rioht ?- tor 1f it be not, « he knoivs it 
well' enough; and if it be not, he 
will never give us-:'*2 band of 
friendſhip,nor never ke us up into 
the charict of 2cquaintance with hime 
ſelf, To this therefore let us look 
that'onr hearts be right with God, 
that what profeſſion we make of our 
love, and of our defires of acquaint- 
ance with him, may corre from a 
200d and honeſt heart. 

Fiſthly. Tf you would maintain 
and koep 'your acquaintance' with 
God, then labour to increaſe your 
acquaintance with God, and to grow 
init. For as grace, ſo the privi- 
ledges of grace are of that nature, 
that they cannot ſtand at a ſtay, but 
are like the Sun, alwayes either 
aſcending or deſcending, like the 

| Sea, 
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Sea, that 1s ever either ebbing or 
flowing, ſo theſe are ever cither m- 
creaſing or decreaſing, either g.ov- 
ing or decaying. It therefore you 
would not have your acquaintance 
with God decay and dyezhave a care 
that it may increaſe and grow. And 
to that end labour to grow in thoſe 
things wherein acquaintance with 
God lyes; as namely, 1.. In the 
knowledge of God, Hof. 6.3. 2.In 
converſe with God, 3. In confi- 
dence in God. 4. In conformity 
unto God. Converſe with God will 
conform us unto God, and confor- 
mity unto God will confirm and in- 
creaſe our conyerſe with God. 

Sixthiy. Be willing to be ruled 
by God in all things, be punctual in 
oMſerving his commands z exactly 
careful to pleaſe him well in all 
things. $0 in the verſe after th= 
Text, Receive the Law from his mths 
and lay up his words in thine heart, 1.ct 
Gods ord be a Law to thee, fb. 
I4,21, 23. 
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thoſe that are the friends and ac- | 
quaintance of God. Let them be | 
thy companions, ſo they were Da- 
vids; 1 am a companion of all them 
that fear thee. Let them be thy de- 
light, ſo they were Davids z To the 
Sant that are in the earth, and to the 
exeellent in whom ts all my delight. As 
conſorting our ſelves with the wick- 
ed, and ſuch as are Gods enemies, 
is the ready way to loſe onr ac- 
quaintance with Godz ſo on the 
contrary,conſorting with the Saints 
that are Gods friends, is the way to 
keep' and hold our acquaintance 
with God. That which we have ſeen 
and heard, declare we unto you, that ye 
alſo may have fellonſhip with us 5” and 
truly our fellowſhip « with the Father, 
and with his Son Feſus Chriſt. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Exhorting thoſe who have beſt 
their acquaintance with God, 
10 endeavour the recovery of 
it, 


Come now to exhort thoſe who 
have ſometimes had acquaint- 


ance with God, but have loſt it  a- 


gain, that thzy would by all means 
poſſible endeavour the recovery of 
it. Now this is a ſtate and condition 
not impoſlible for the trueSaints and 
friends of God tobe reduced into, 
This is frequently mentioned in 


Scripture under ſeveral notions and 


terms, ſometimes under the notion 
of Gods withdrawing himſelf. I open- 


ION 


ed to my Beloved, but my Beloved hath Cagg, y.6; 
withdrawn bimſelf ; ſometimes of bal$ 9: 
Gids hiding bimſelf. How long, Lords , «| 4 
wilt thow hide thy ſelf for ever ? ſome. | 
times of caſing out. I will caft youJer-745- 


ont of my ſight ; ſometimes of ſhntring 
G 4 out- 


T, 


CTC T_—_ a __ rn 
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103. 
Lam.3.8. out, Alſo, when I cry and ſhout, he 
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ſhutteth out my prayer + ſometimes of 


Plal. 43.2. ſting off : Why diſt thou caft me off ? 


Andeevery one of theſe may ſeem to 
be a ſeveral degree or increaſe of 
loſs of acquaintance with God. 
Firſt. When G:d doth withdraw 
himſelf, and doth not ſo frequently 
viſe the ſoul with his grace and Spi- 
rit, as he was wont, here now F 
ſome abatement, ſome diminution 
of the acquaintance that was be- 
tyeen God and the ſoul. But then, 
Secondly, When God bides bim- 
ſelf, that is, when the ſoul is ſenki- 
ble of Gods withdrawing, doth: ſet 
it ſelf ſeriouſly and earneſtly to ſeek 
God, and would fain find him, and 
re-1njoy his preſence and commu- 
nion with-him, and God hides him- 
ſeif, and the ſoul cannot find him, 
tit isas it was with thoſe we read 
Of in Hoſea. They Pap with their 


fhoeds, and with-their herds to ſeth the 
| Dbrd ; but they ſhall not find him be. 
bath nithdrasn himſelf from they. 


This now is'more.' But, 
day L T hird=- 
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Thirdiy. When God doth not only 3+ 
thus nide nimſelt, but caſt the ſoul as 
it were out of bis fiobe 3 ; this 1s more 
and heavier. As if a man, when one 
that hata heen his acquaintance 
comes to: his houſe, he ſhould not 
only refaſe to ſee him, or ſpeak 
with him, . but plainly turn him out 
of doors; this were a {1gn of great 
alterat' on, and alienation of mind 
in one that had been a friend. 
Foxmribly. Wien Gd doth not on- 4+ 
ly caſt the ſoul out, but //»t tim out, 
ſhut the door of mercy as it were 
upon him, this is yet more. 
Fifihly and L ſt!y. When God 5+ 
not only doth this, ut even -aſts off 
the ſoul, renounceth as it were all 
friendſhip and amity with it for the 
future, ſaying as the Row2ns were 
wont to do to their Wives, when 
they 9 oave them a divorces Res t1445 
tibi habete, Look to your own mat- 
ters, I w i have no more to do with 
you » or as the people did when 
tney rejected the poſterity of David 
trom reigning. 4 ſer to cvine onn \ yin 
HC 12, 16. 
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houſe David. Thus high may the 
breach come to be between God and 
thoſe that have been his friends and 
acquaintance. 

Now a child of God, a friend, 
and acquaintance of God, doth then 
think and conclnde, that God deals 
thus with him »ithdrass himſelf, 
hides himſelf, caſts him ont, caſts him 
ff, when he finds God ſufpending 
and with-holding the wonted influ- 
ences of the Spirit of grace from 


him. 
For this acquaintance between | 


God and our ſouls, a3 the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is the procurer of it, ſo the 
Spirit of grace is the Internuncins, 
the manager and worker of it; we 
canneither acquaint our ſelves with 
God, but by that Spirit, nor doth 
God acquaint himſelf with ns, or 
communicate himſelf unto us, but 
by the ſame Spirit. When therefore 
the ſoul finds thoſe influences of the 
pirit of God that it was wont to 

ave, in praying, and hearing, and 

Sacraments, and other holy duties, 
when 
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when the ſoul finds them with- 


draivns it preſently fears, yea con- 
cludes God is grown a ſtranger, 
hides himſelf, and caſts the ſoul 
oft. | 

Now the influences of Gods Spi- 
rit into the hearts of his people, are 
of two ſorts; Either influences of 
comforts Or influences of grace. 

Firſt. There are influences of 
comfort, Which the Spirit of God 
ſends into the hearts of the Saints, 
ſhedding the love of God abroad 


real, ſiveet, pojyerful taſte, and 
feeling of the love of God in their 
ſouls, 2s fills them with joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of giory. Now 
when theſe ſiveet and comfortable 
influences of the Spirit of God are 
ſuſpended and withdrawn, this can- 
not but make an alteration in the 
ſoul, in its apprehenſions of Gods 


| love, and theirintereſt jn him, and 


acquaintance with him. 
Secondly, There are influences of 
the Spirit of God, which are influ- 
| ences 


105 


 1n their hearts, giving them ſuch $Rom 5.5, 
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ences of grace, and theſe are thy&- 
fold. Either, | 

Firſt. That influence of the Spi- 
rit, whereby grace is firſt infuſed 
and wrought in the ſoul. Or, 

Secondly. That influence of the 
Spirit, whereby grace when it 1s in- 
fuſed, 1s aQtuated and ſet on work 
in the ſoul. Or, 

Thirdly. That influence of the 
Spirit, whereby grace is increaſed 
and cauſed to groy in the ſoul. 

Now for the infaſing and work- 
ing of grace in the ſouls one ſingle 
influence of the Spirit is ſufficient 
but for the aRuating and increaſing 
of grace, renewed and repeated 
influences are requifite. As one 
act of divine poiver and providence 
15 enough for the producing of the 
creatures into being 3 but for the 
continuance of their being, and for 
their operations, there is requared 
a continual efflux of providence 3 
ſo it is here. Now when theſe influ- 
ences of the Spirit are ſuſpended 
and withdrawn, the ſoul can neither 

keep 
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keep up and carry on his acquaint- 
ance with God in a way of duty, 
ſo as it ſhould, nor apprehend God 
communicating himſelf and Spirit 
to him, ſo as it onld, and ſo can- 


" not but from both conclude an in- 


terruption of that acquaintance and 
familiarity that hath been between 
God andit. 

Now to thoſe whoſe condition 
this 15, S1ve me leave to propound, 

Firſt, Some things by way of 
lupport and conſolation. 

Secondly. Some things by way of 
counſel and direction. , A 

Firſt. By way of ſupport and 
conſolation, ſeveral things I have to 
{ay. 

"The Firſt is this. That how tad 
and ſtrange ſoever thy condition 


may ſeem to be, thou art not the | 


firſt, nor art like to be the laſt of 
the Friends and Saints of God, 
whoſe condition tis hath been or 
may be. Read but over the Book of 
the Pſalms; how often do you find 
there theSaints complaining of Gods 
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biding his face from them , caſing 
them out, caſting them off, forſaking, 
Forgetting them , ſhatting out their 
prayers, and the like. Now this 
may be ſome comfort to thee, as it 
istoa man that 1s ina wilderneſs, 
to find the tra and footſteps of 
men that have gone that way before 
him- 

There are, as Gerſon obſerves, 
three ſorts of Chriſtians. 

Some that are in 4 winter condi- 


monte cox- tion. In winter = know the dayes 


remplat. 
£40.22, 


are ſhort, and the nights are long, 
and the dayes for the moſt part are 
cloudy and dark, the Sun being ob- 
ſcured with many clouds and fogs 
there are ſharp colds and great 
rains, and noiy and then it may be 
a fair day, but very rarely : ſo ſome 
Chriſtians they have ſhort dayes, and 
long nights, ſhort viſits,and long ab- 


ſence of God, they have much dark- 


Rara hora neſs and little light, much celdneſs 


brevs 
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and little heat 'in their ſpirits, many 
ſhowres of griefs and tears, rarely 
no;y and then a gleam of comfort. 

Other 
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Other Chriſtians, ſaith he, are 
as it were in the ſpring, in prixeo ve- 
re. In the Spring you know, it is 
one day fair and clear, another day 
clondy and rainy ; but we ſee the 
Sun oftner m the Spring, and the 
beams of it are more vigorous and 
warmthful than in the winter : now 
theſe are ſuch whom the Sun of 
righteouſneſs doth more frequent! 
vilit than the former , ind ſh 
more warmthful and vigorous in- 
fluences into their hearts, and yer 
withdraws himſelf from them ſome- 
times : ſometimes their Sun is un- 
der a cloud. Mt medicum illum vide- 
ant, QF modicum non videant, and 
they have their wet and ſorrowful 
dayes and times too. 

Others there are with whom it is 
Midſummer, their Sun is ſeldom 
clouded : but when it is, it 18 more 
terrible, there are greater tempeſts 
of thunder, and lightning, and rain 
many times in ſummer than in win- 
ter, though not ſo conſtant rain. 
Theſe are the beſt and higheſt _ 
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of Chriſtian: : who though they en- 
joy a more con{tant ſerenity, and 
more conſtant peace ard commu- 
nion with God, than the other, yet 
now and then meet with more v10- 
lent and ftrong temptations, and 
deeper deſertions than the former, 
their temptations are very ſharp, 
but then they are ſhort. So that you 
ſee by tlus diſtribution there 1s no 
{tate of a Chriſtian life on this fide 
heaven exempted and priviledged 
from this hiding of Gods face, and 
ſuſpending the influences of his 
grace and love. Whether then thou 
be in w_ inter, or 1n thy Spring, or 
in thy Symmer, clouds may come 
over thy ſoul chat may hide the ſace 
of God from thee, and intercept the 
influences of h13 Spirit and grace ; 
th's 1s common to Chr iſtians, vhat- 
ever degre2 of grace th:y have at- 
tained : iherefore ſxy no more, that 
never any vas in ſuch a condition as 
thou. 

Tie Second thing T have to ſay to 


thee is this ; That th2 worſt of thy 
con- 
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condition 1s this, It is a withdraw- 
10g, not of the love of God from thee, 
but { wonted expreſſions of his love, 
it is but 4 withdrawing of the infla- 
ence of his Spirit from thee, not the 
preſence of his Spirit from thee; I 
ſay it'is but a withdrawing of the 
manifeſtation of Gods love from 
thee 3 God doth not /o% ſo kindly 
upen thee when thou comeſt to ſeek 
bes face, 4s he was wont to do ; God 
doth not ſpeak ſo comfortably to 
thee, he doth not ſpeak ſo to thine 
heart when thou comeſt to hear his 
word, as he was wont todo z3 God 
doth not make thee ſo we/com to hes 
table when thou comeſt there, nor 
give thee ſuch a do1ble pgrtion of 
the marrow and fatneſs of his Or- 
dinances as he was wont to do. I 
confeſs here is a great change in the 
outward carriage of God, and a 
oreat abatement of the wonted ex- 
preſſions of his love; but there is 
no change at all in the mind and 
will of God, no abatement at all in 
the love of God, which is as un- 
changeable as God hiniſelf. David 
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loved Abſalom as dearly all that three 
ea. in which he would not endure 
Fit to come into his preſence, nor 
ermit him to ſee his face, as he did 
ile in any time of his life,though 
in wiſdom he did conceal and 
ſmoother his love : ſo God may 
conceal his love for a while, but 
he loves thee ſtil as well as ever. 
He hath taken away the wonted 
fluences of his Spirit from thee, 
but hz Spirit it {e/f he hath not taken 
from thee. Chriſts prayer and in- 
gagement 1s, that the Spirit where 
once he is given ſhall abide ſor ever. 
Therefore I ſay, the influences. of 
the Spirit may be ſuſpended, but the 
'Spirit1t ſelf -15 not departed, as it 
was withEatz<has when they thought 
he was dead ; his life; ſaith Paul; 
that is,. his Spirit, his ſoul is in him, 
and yet all the influences of his ſoul 
into his body, either viſible to 0- 
thers, or ſenſible to himſelf, were 
for the preſent ſuſpended : ſo is it 
here, the yifible ſenſible influences 
of the Spirit may beſuſpended, but 
the Spirit 1s not departed, the band 
cf.unon 18 not diflolyed. Third- 
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Thirdly. As it is the influence, 
and not the preſence of the Spirit 
that is withdrawn, ſo it is not the 
total influence of. the Spirit that is 
withdrawn from th2e, but only part 


of it; all the influences of the 


Spirit are not withdrawn, but only 
ſome of them. For the influences 
of the Spirit are of tivo ſorts. Ei- 
ther ſuch as' are neceſſary to the being 
of a Chriſtian in the ſtate of grace, 
and theſe are ſecret, hidden; and 
unſenſble; or elſe ſuch as tend to 
the weff and comfortable being of a 
Chriſtian, and theſe are evident and 
ſenſible : as in the body there are 
ſome influences of the ſoul, that 
are neceſlary to the animation atid 
quickening of the body, and theſe 
remain when the body is in a 
ſwoon, though they be ſecret and 
hidden, and neither felt by the bo0- 
dy it ſelf, nor diſcerned by the be- 
bolders 3 other influences there are 
that tend to the perfeRion of life in 
the body, as tending to motion and 
ſenſe; theſe are both ſenſible to 
themſelves, and viſible in the effects 
"4 Þ of 
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of them to others ; now theſe 'acter 
influences of the ſoul into the 00- 
dy, may be ſuſpended , wien yet 
the other are continued : ſo it is 
here, they are but the ſenſible and 
arbitrary influences of the Spirit 
that are ſuſpended,the neceſlary in- 
fluences of the Spirit are yet con- 
tirued. | 
Fourthly. As it 1s the influence 
and not the preſence of the Spirit 
that is withdrawn, and as it is but 
ſome of the influences, not the 
whole influence that is withdrawn : 
ſo fourthly, this influence 1s but 
ſuſpended, it is not quite cut off 3 
and there is a great difference be- 
tiveen theſe two. If water be con- 
veyed through a pipe, from a foun- 
tain to a ciltern ; if that pipe be 
{topt, the ſtream 1s ſuſpended, and 
it is but unſtopping the pipe , re- 
moving the obltruction,and the wa- 
ter will flow as plentifully as ever 
it did defore z but if the ſtream be 
cut oft or turned another way, then 
the caſe 1s otheriviſe, the matter is 
Irrecoveravle : Poor ſoul, becauſe 
thor 
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thou haſt not thoſe influencesfreſh 
and lively from the Spirit of God 
that thou: baſt 'had, hon thinkeſt 
the {ſtream is quite cut off, the heart 
of God thou- thinkeſt is quite turn- 
ed awayfrom thee. Alas, thou art 
miſtaken,it is only the pipe is ſtopt, 
ſomething lyes'in the way that ob-' 
ſtructs the influences of the Spirit 
of God: into .-thee; remove but 
that, and the 'influences of the Spi- 
rit will come'in upon thee, in as fuil 
a {tream as ever. For (which is the 
laſt thing that I have to propound 
to thee. for thy conſolation) thou 
muſt not think 

In the fifth place ; That becauſe 
God hides himſelf, and withdraws 
himſelf, andcarries himſelf at pre- 
ſent, not as a friend, but rather as a 
ſtranger, as an exemy to thee, do 
not think that he will alwayes do ſo. 
When he hath ſaid plainly , He will 
not alwayes chide z neither keepeth be 
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his anger for ever. He will not con» 1f, ,-, 
tend for ever, neither will be be alwayes 16. 
wreath. He will n't caft off for ever. But Lam.z. 
though be cauſe prief, yet will he have 35232: 
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compaſſion actording t0 the multitude 
of bis mercies. Theſe are clear and 
expreſs promiſes ofa true and faith- 
ful God z\ heayen and earth ſhall fail 
before one word or tittle of theſe 
promiles ſhall fail. It is therefore 


a great infirmity in thee, to think, | 


that becauſe God now hides his face 
from thee, he will do ſo for ever 3 
or becauſe, that God ſeems to be 


fallen. qut with thee, therefore he 


will never more be friends with 
thee. Thusto think, is I ſay,a great 
infirmity in thee. So Aſaph ac- 
knowledgeth for himſelf, when he 
had been queſtioning with his own 
ſoul. Will che Lord caſt «ff for ever ? 
and will be be favourable no more? 1; 
his mercy cleau gone for ever > doth his 
promiſe tail for ever > Hath God for- 
gotten to be gracious > hath he in anger 


| ſhat up his tender mercies He con- 


cludes, This is my infirmity. As who 
ſhould ſay, It is a great weakneſs 
in me {ſo toimagine ; ſo it is in thee, 
if thou doſt ſo think. 

Theſe things thus premiſed , as 
grounds of hope and PR 
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I peoceed noiv to ſhew \vhat courſe 
you muſt take to recover favour 
with God, and your acquaintance 
with him again. Andſo, . 
Firſt. Enquire vhether yau have 
not givenGod cauſe thus to eftrange 


.. and abſent himſelf from you, and 


dreak off acquaintance with :yau. 
To that end make uſe of the parti- 
culars laid down before. 'r. Enquire 
whether you have not fallen into 
ſome known and groſs fin. 2. Whe- 
ther you- have not held too much 
correſpondence with, and delighted 
too much-in the company of wicked 
and ungodly men. 3. Whether you 
have not been too much carried a- 
way With the ino:dinate tove of th2 
world, and of the things':of the 
world. 4. Wanether you have not 
too much abſented your ſelves from 
God, and negle&ed your \wonted 
and appointed times of \meeting 
him, and acquainting .your ſelves 
with him. 5. Whether you have not 
dealt unfriendly with God. by en- 
tertaining jealonkes - and hard 
thoughts of God. And, 6. giving 
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.too much credit to Satans Iyes,*and 


flanders. Inquire ſeriouſly,whether 
you have not been guilty in ſome or 
other of theſe particulars z for uſu- 
ally, I muſt tell you, the breach be- 
o1Ns ON Our part,.we give God cauſe 
roeſtrange himſelf from'ns.. When 
thou halt done'this : Then, 

Secondly, Take the counſel the 
holy Gholt gives 3 Do the now, my 
Son, and deliver thy fell when thou art 
come into the hand &f thy friend : . go, 
bumble thy ſelf,” and make” ſure' thy 
friend. Or as the Margent reads it, 
Go humble thy ſelf, and prevail with 
thy friend. "Humble thy ſelf, that is 
the way to prevail with God, ahd to 
make him yet thy ſure friend;though 
he ſeems to be thine enemy. Hum- 
ble thy ſelf, and that uponia twofold 
account. 

Firſt. For the ſad condition that 
thou art in at preſent. 

Secondty. For the fin that hath 

brought thee into this ſad condition. 

Firſt. Humble thy ſelf for the ſad 
cendition that thou art in. Think 
** and ſay thus to thy ſelf, Wo is 
, me 
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* me for my God,my life is depart- 
**edfrom me,and howam'I chang- 
©ed? O how was I wont to meet 
« God in his Ordinances? and what 
*ſ;yeet communion! and acquaint- 
<« ance had I once;with him but 
© now he hides himſelf,and will not 
© come at me, I pray, but hz hears 
me not; I hearken after him, but 
he ſpeaks not ; I call, but he antivers 
not. ' Behold, [ go forward, but he is 
nit there; and backward, but I canntt g, 
find him. On the left hand where he 
doth work, but I cannot behold him : 
he hideth him{e f on the right hand,that 
{ cannot ſee him. And tay again as 
Job; O that it mere nith me 45 in 
moneths paſt, as in the dayes when God Jod 39. 2» 
preſerved me : When his candle ſhined —_ 

upon my head, and when by bis light 1 

walked through darkneſs. When the ſe- 

cret of God was upon my tabernacle , 

and the Almighty was yet with me. Tt 

is an excellent meditation Bernard 

hath to this purpoſe. © Whence 

& comes this 5arrenneſs that poſſeſs- 

& eth my ſoul? whence is it that my 

b heart 18 dryed up likg;a bottle - 

tne 
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© the ſmoke, and my ſoul is like the 
* dry and parched wilderneſs > Non 


Bern. 33 + «© 
P* -* poſſums lachrymas fundere, T cannot 
———p * weep, I find no ſavour in Pſalms, 


*I have no delight in reading of the 
*© Scriptures z prayer doth not re- 
«© freſh me, I have no heart to me- 
** ditation,or any thing that is good. 
* Hej mihi, Wois me! God vilit- 
© eth the mountains of my compa- 
F* nions, but skips over my moun- 
* tain, and never toucheth it. Here 
<* ;$ One raviſhed into the third hea» 
* yens in holy meditations. There 
& is another prays, as if he would 
<* rend the heavens with his pray- 
© ers; anqther excels in zeal, ano- 
&* ther in patience,another in humi- 
« lity, another in holineſs. Theſe 
are Souls whom God viſits, theſe are 
F*© mountains upon which God com- 
mands the rain of bleſſing, Sed ego 
wiſer qui nihil horum ſentio, but 
wretched I that feel none of theſe 
things; what am T but as one of the 
mountains of Gzlboa, upon whom 
there falls neither deiv- nor rain, 
nor axe there fields of oftering 
there. 
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there. Thus humble thy ſelf, and 
bewail thy ſtate and condition. 
Secondly. Humble thy ſelf again, 
for thy fin that hath brought thee 
into this {2d condition. * Think 
Tand ſay thus with thy ſelf, Oh,what 
&*a thing is ths,that I ſhould by my 
& fn provoke him to leave me, in 
** whoſe preſence I have had ſuch 
«© life, ſuchligh:, ſuch liberty, ſuch 
bs peace, ſuch Joy. O ws that 1 
*© ary / that that communion and ac+ 
*f quaintance that I had with God, 
© was of no more eſteem with me, 
< but that I ſhould thus. loſe it by 
© my folly! I have been careful to 
© keep my intereſt & acquaintance 
&« with this and that mar, but have 
© not been careful to keep my inte- 
& reſt and acquaintance with God. 
That which I begged with tears,and 
was many a year a getting, hoiv have 
I by my fin loſt it on a ſudden? O 
. what have I done againſt my God, 
yea againſt my ſelf? O my folly, 
that have loſt that for want of care, 
that now I would redeem again, if 
it were poſſible, with my blood. - 
Third- 
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Thirdly, Follow God with monrn- 
ful cryes and prayers, beg of him 
that he would return unt» thee, and 
renew acquaintance with thee z im- 
portune him by all the ancient love 
that hath been betiveen him and 
thee, that he vould be gracious yet 
vnto thee; put Hjm in mind of his an- 


cient love to thee, Say as the Church, 4A | 


Lord,nher are thy former loving kind - 
nefſes ? Lord, what is become of all 
that love which ſometimes thou bas 
reſt and expreſſedſt tothy worth- 
leſs ſervant? And humbly put God 
in remembrance of thy ancient love to 
him ; ſeeing God is pleaſed to be ſo 
Oracious as to vouchſafe to remem- 
rit. 1 remember thee, the kindneſs 
of thy youth, the love of thine eſpouſals, 
nhen thou wenteſt after me in the wil- 
derneſs, &c.Entreat God to remem- 
ber, there was a time when thy love 
was more vigorous, and more fer- 
vent to him than it 3s now,whenthou 
could(ſt have followed him through 
a wilderneſs, through a ſea, through 
fire and water;tel him,it is thy grief 
that thou canſt not ſo love him noiv: 
entreat 
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entreat him by renewing hs love tO 
thee,to revive thy love to him,beg of 
ham that all old kindneſles may not 
be forgotten 3 caſt up thy weeping 
eyes with the ſad complaint of a 
bleeding ſoul to thy ancient friend, 
and his bowels will roll, his com- 
paſſions will relent towards thee: 
Foarthly. Submit to any conditi- 
ons of ceconcilement, and accept 
of the lowelt degree of reſtaurati- 
on to fayoar and acquaintance with 
God. - Say , Lord, chide, rebuke, 
ſmite me , command, impoſe, do 
what thou wilt with me, only caſt me 
not ont of thy preſence, caſhiere me not 
wholly and for ever : ſay as the = 
Prodigal, Make we but as one of t 
hired ſervants : as the women of Ca- 
naan,. Let me: but gather up the crumbs 
among the 4g * Lord, if I have fo 
© far. finned,as3 that I may not be re- 
«ſtored to that degree of nearneſs 


& that I had before, if I may not. 


&« have a place amorg thy children, 
«© among thy friends ; Lord ſet me 
& 2mong thy ſervants,thy hired ſer- 
&« yants, yea, if it be but among the 

dogs 
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** dogs of thy family, Lord, ſo T 
© may be in thy preſence, and ſee 
© thy face I ſhall be thankful even 
© for {0 much. | 

Fifthly. Go to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Dayes-man, the Friend- 
maker, between God and Enemies z 
much more betiyeen God, and thoſe 
that ſometimes were hs friends. Go 
to him, pray him to take thee by 
the hand, yet once again;and recon- 
cile thee aney to God, He as God, 
18 amiddle perſon between.the Farhey 
and the Spirit z .- and-as God-man, he 
iS a middle Perſon between God and 
Man ; he is our Peace,he 18 our Ad- 
wocate With the Father. Who with 
one appearing in heaven for us, with 
one opening of his mouth, can make 
God and *s friends, if we had never 
been friends before; therefore go to 
him, ingage him by his Name, by 
his Office, by his Zndertakings; to do 
this for thee. | 

Sixthly. Go to the Saints of God 
that are upon earth, that are Gods 
favourite and acquaintance 5 make 
thy cafe knojyn to them , entreat 
thei 
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them to ſtrive with God in prayer 
for thee. This dire&ion God gave 
the friends of Fob, as you tay ſee in 
Chapt. 42. v. $. Go to my ſervant 
Job, and my ſervant Job ſhall pray | 
for yous for him will I accept. | 

! 


Seventhly. Whatever the iflue of 7- 
' this thy mourning, praying, and go= 
ing to: Chriſt, begging the prayers 
of others beg t ough God ſhould 
hide his face ſtil, & carry it ſtrange- 
ly, ſtill, yet think thou, and ſpeak | 
thou honourably of God however. | 
Following that preſident of the 
Pſalmift, or rather of the Lord Fes 
ſws Chriſt, of whom the Pſalmiſt 
was: but a type- My God; my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me ? Why art Pal, 14, 
thos ſo far from helping me, © c. But 135 3+ 
thog art holy, O thoa that inbabiteſt the 
praiſes of Iſrael. 

Leſtly. Tf God yet ſeem ſtill to g., 
be angry with thee, take the coun- 
ſel the holy Ghoſt gives. When the 
ſpirit of the Ruler riſeth up againſt thee Eccel,'108 
leave not thy place, for yielding paci= %+ 
ficth great offences. So now, when the 
Spirit of God ſeems to be provoked 
againſt thee, leave not thy place, 
leave 
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teave not thy ſtation, leave not pray- 
gy and hearing, and waiting upon 
God in all holy Ordinances. Henry 
the fourth, Emperor of Germany, Walt- 
ed three whole” dayes in the depth 
of Winter, bare-foot and bare-leg- 
ved at the gate of the Pope's Ca- 
He, before he could 1btain admifſ1- 
on into his preſence, and recover his 
grace atzd. favour. Upon occaſion 
of a diſpleaſure conceived by the 
Pope againſt the City and State of 
F enice. Franciſcus Dandalm, after- 
wards Dake if Venice, was fent Em- 
»aſlidor to Rome to ſeek reconcilia- 


tion; ahd when no other means 


would mollifie the Pope's proud 
and jnraged .heart z the Prince at 
length ſo far abaſed himſelf,as to put 
ypon his neck a coller and chain, 
and couch under the Pope's table 
like adog at his feet,to ſee af by tha 
meays he mignt at length obtain. 

. Naw ſhall Princes and Experors thus a 


baſe themſelves in ſeeking rhe favour of « 
mortal many and wait in theſe abaſements 


*- Jong ; O how low ((hould ve lye, how long 


ſonal welt, if by any means, or at any 
rime we may-recover the favour of Gol zand 
r$admiſſion iato his preſence | 
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